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I.  SECTION 26-XVI-1  Introduction & Purpose  

 

Signs are an important aspect of the City. Besides providing identification to commercial and 

industrial businesses, creative and attractive signs show a community’s economic vitality.  The 

proliferation and disrepair of signs can deter their effectiveness, as well as cause dangerous 

conflicts with traffic-control devices. When abused, signs create a visual blight which detracts 

from the quality of the environment.  

 

The purpose of the sign ordinance is to manage the use of signs as to be compatible with their 

surroundings, provide effective identification of business establishments, contribute to the 

protection and the promotion of the health, safety, and welfare of the traveling public and the 

citizens of the City, preserve and enhance property values, promote healthy commercial and  

industrial districts, and to enhance the community’s aesthetics by establishing standards and 

regulations for sign design, location, size, type and compatibility.  

 

SECTION 26-XVI-2  General  Provisions  

 

This section shall govern and control the erection, remodeling, enlarging, moving, alteration, 

operation and maintenance of all signs within all zoning districts.  It also provides penalties for 

violations of this section.  

 

 (1)  All signs erected in Cedar City shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance and 

applicable codes.  All sign permit applications shall demonstrate conformance with the 

provisions of this ordinance and applicable codes. Where required by the Chief Building 

Official, a permit application shall be accompanied by drawings stamped by an engineer 

licensed by the State of Utah.  Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed a 

waiver or variance of the provisions of any other articles or sections in this code 



applicable to signs.  Signs located in areas governed by several articles or sections of this 

code shall comply with all such articles and/or sections.  In the case of contradicting 

requirements or provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.  

  

(2) All signs must be built of durable and permanent materials. Permanent power sources for 

signs must be concealed underground away from public view. No sign, fixture or device  

involving electrical wiring or connections shall be erected or installed except by a 

contractor licensed in the State of Utah.  

 

 (3) No sign shall be erected or maintained which has less horizontal or vertical clearance 

from communication lines and energized electrical power lines than that prescribed by the 

applicable codes.  

  

(4) The Building Inspector shall inspect, as deemed necessary, signs, regulated by this 

Chapter to ascertain whether the signs have been adequately installed and adequately 

maintained.  Every sign shall be kept in complete operating condition. The landscaped 

area in which any sign is placed shall be kept free from weeds, garbage and debris. 

“Maintenance” includes repair of facades where signs have been removed, the painting, 

cleaning and repairing of signs.  Upon discovery of a sign in need of maintenance, the 

Building Department shall give written notice to the owner stating the item(s) of  

needing repair or maintenance.  The owner shall have thirty (30)  calendar days to make 

repairs before legal action may be  taken.  

 

(5) Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with any and all terms and conditions that may 

be attached to the granting of any sign permit or variance shall constitute grounds for the 

revocation of such permit by the Building Department.  All remedies provided for in this 

ordinance shall be cumulative and not exclusive.  

 

SECTION  26-XVI-3  Definitions  

 

  (1) A-frame signs: “A-frame sign” means a temporary and/or movable sign constructed 

with two sides attached at the top so as to allow the sign to stand in an upright position.  

   

(2) Abandoned sign: Any sign applicable to a use which has been discontinued for a 

period of 30 days.  

 

  (3) Alterations: Change or rearrangement in the structural parts or design of the sign, 

whether by extending on a side, by increasing in area or height, or in moving from one 

location or position to another adding or deleting words from the copy or changing the 

size of the letters or figures comprising the copy.  

 

  (4) Area of sign: Includes the entire area within any type of perimeter or border which 

may enclose the outer limits of any writing, representation, emblem, figure or character.  

The area of the sign having no perimeter or border shall be computed by enclosing the 

entire area within the smallest primary shape possible and calculating the area of that 



shape.  

   

(5) Animated sign: Sign which involves motion or rotation of any part by mechanical or 

artificial means or displays flashing or intermittent lights excluding; time, temperature, 

electronic display screens and electronic message centers.  

 

  (6) Awning: Roofed structure constructed of fabric or metal placed so as to extend 

outward from the building providing a protective shield for doors, windows and other 

openings with supports extending back to the building, supported entirely by the building. 

  

  (7) Banner: Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole or 

a building at one or more edges.  Flags shall not be considered banners.  

   

 (8) Billboard sign: An off-premise, free-standing outdoor advertising sign.  

     

(9) Building face or wall: All window, door and wall area of a building in one plane or 

elevation.  

 

  (10) Building marker: Any sign indicating the name of a building, date and incidental 

information about its construction, which is cut into a masonry surface or made of bronze 

or other permanent material.  

   

(11) Canopy: A roofed structure constructed of fabric or other material placed so as to 

extend outward from a building providing a protective shield for doors, windows, and 

other openings, supported by the building and supports extended to the ground directly 

under the canopy or cantilevered from the building.  A canopy may also be separated 

from the primary structure.  

 

  (12) Changeable copy sign or changeable letter panel: A sign which is characterized 

by changeable copy, whether said sign is a freestanding or wall sign, or whether said sign 

projects from and is supported by the building.  

   

(13) Directional sign (guide signs): Signs which serve as directional guides to recognize 

areas of regional importance and patronage.  To clarify, three (3) types of areas are 

intended to be included: 1) Recreational and entertainment centers of recognized regional 

significance; 2) Major sports stadiums, entertainment centers or convention centers; and,  

3) Schools, emergency services, churches; 4)Historic landmarks.  

 

 

  (14) Electronic display screen: Any sign or portion of a sign that displays an electronic 

image or video, which may or may not include text.  This definition includes, but is not  

limited to, television screens, plasma screens, digital screens, flat screens, LED screens, 

video boards, and holographic displays.  

   

(15) Electronic message center: A mechanism or device which uses a combination of 



lights or lighted panels which are controlled electrically and electronically to produce 

words, symbols or messages which may travel, or remain stationary within a given panel.  

   

 (16) Flag: Any fabric, or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols.  

   

(17) Flat Sign: A sign erected parallel to and attached to the outside wall of a building 

and extending not more than twelve inches (12")  from such a wall with messages or 

copy on the face side only.  

   

(18) Free standing sign: A sign which is supported by one or more uprights or braces 

which are fastened to, or embedded in the ground or a foundation in the ground.  

Free-standing signs may refer to permanent (i.e. on-premise advertising ground signs) or 

temporary signs (i.e. project identification or real estate signs).  

 

  (19) Graffiti: Any form of unauthorized printing, writing, spraying, scratching, affixing, 

or inscribing on the property of another regardless of the content or nature of the material 

used.  

 

  (20) Height of sign: The vertical distance measured from the curb to the top of the sign, 

including the air space between the curb and the sign.  

 

  (21) Hours of operation sign: A sign which displays the hours of operation, including 

“open” and “closed” signs.  

 

  (22) Identification sign: A sign displayed to indicate the name or nature of buildings or 

uses other than commercial or industrial uses on the premises, i.e. schools, churches, 

hospitals, etc.  

 

  (23) Illuminated sign: A sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or outlines 

illuminated by electric lights or luminous tubes as part of the sign proper.  

 

  (24) Interior sign: A sign located within a building so as to be visible from inside the 

building in which the sign is located. 

 

  (25) Marquee: A permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building wall at an 

entrance to a building or extending along and projecting beyond the building’s wall and 

generally designed and constructed to provide protection against the weather.  

   

 (26) Marquee sign: Any sign attached to and made a part of a marquee.  

   

(27) Master identification sign: A sign which identifies only the name and/or logo 

and/or address of a commercial or industrial complex, the owner and tenants thereof.  

 

  (28) Mobile or portable sign: A sign not permanently attached to the ground or other 

permanent structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including but not limited to, 



signs designed to be transported by means of wheels; signs converted to A- or T- frames; 

balloons used as signs painted on vehicles parked and visible from the public right of 

way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day operations of the business.  

   

 (29) Monument sign: A freestanding sign whose face extends vertically from the curb.  

 

  (30) Non-conforming signs: Any advertising structure or sign which was lawfully 

erected and maintained prior to such time as it came within the purview of this Code and 

any amendments thereto, and which fails to conform to all applicable regulations and 

restrictions of this Code.  

 

(31) Off-premise sign: An advertising sign which directs attention to a use, product, 

commodity or service not related to the premises.  

 

  (32) On-premise or business identification sign: A sign which directs attention to a 

business, commodity, service, industry or other activity which is sold, offered, or 

conducted on the premises upon which the sign is located, or to which it is affixed.  

 

  (33) Owner:  The entity that holds legal possession of a sign, or the owner of the 

property on which the sign is located.  

 

  (34) Pedestal sign: A temporary and movable sign supported by a column(s) and a base 

so as to allow the sign to stand in an upright position.  

   

(35) Pennant Line: A line suspended in the air with multi-color pennants or hanging 

strips of material.  

 

  (36) Planned Commercial Center: A commercial location where two or more 

businesses are located in one or more main buildings with recorded shared access and 

parking easements.  

   

(37) Projecting sign: A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending in 

whole or in part more than eight (8) inches beyond any wall of the building structure.  

 

  (38) Public property: Any property owned or used by a governmental agency.  

 

  (39) Roof sign, integral: Any sign erected or constructed as an integral or essentially 

integral part of a normal roof structure of any design, such that no part of the sign extends 

vertically above the highest portion of the roof and such that no part of the sign is 

separated from the rest of the roof by a space of more than six inches.  

 

  (40) Sign: A sign shall mean and include every advertising message, announcement, 

declaration, demonstration, display, illustration, insignia, surface or space erected or 

maintained in view of the observer thereof for identification, advertisement, or promotion 

of the interest of any person, entity, product, or service.  The definition of sign shall also 



include the sign structure, supports, lighting system, and any attachments, ornaments or 

other features used to draw the attention of observers. This definition does not include 

any flag   

 

  (41) Sign frontage: The length in feet of the ground floor level of a building front or side 

facing a street that is occupied by an individual business.  

   

(42) Signage plan: A plan designed to show the relationship of signs for any cluster of 

buildings or any single building housing a number of users or in any arrangement of 

buildings or shops which constitute a visual entity as a whole.  

 

  (43) Snipe sign: A sign not otherwise defined herein, typically made of non-durable or 

semi durable material mounted, by any means, to a tree, utility pole, the ground, or other 

infrastructure within a public right of way, including public strips and medians, or on 

public property. Snipe signs located on public facilities, utility poles, trees, or within the 

public right of way are a nuisance and constitute litter.   

 

  (44) Special purpose sign: Sign of a temporary nature other than those established by a 

business; for the purpose of advertising a special event pertaining to drives or events of a 

civic, philanthropic, cultural, educational, sporting events, concerts or religious 

organization.  

 

  (45)  Street decorations: Pennants, flags, banners, lights and signs that are temporary 

and promote community festivals, events, activities and gatherings.  

 

  (46) Structure: The supports, footings, uprights, bracing, guy rods, cables, and 

framework of a sign or outdoor display.  

 

  (47) Suspended sign: A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane 

surface (such as the underside of a balcony or canopy) and is supported by such surface.  

 

(48) Subdivision or project entrance sign: An identification sign located at the entrance 

to a residential or commercial development.  

 

  (49) Temporary sign: A sign which is intended for use during a specified limited time.  

Temporary signs, as defined by this ordinance shall include real estate signs and 

construction signs.  

   

(50) Wall signs: A sign with messages or copy erected parallel to and attached to or 

painted on the outside wall of a building, or fence and extending not more than twelve 

inches (12") from the wall. The area of a wall is determined by the height and width of 

the wall structure without consideration of the non-structural components attached to the 

wall.  

 

 



  (51) Wall murals: Murals which are purely decorative in nature and content, and do not 

include advertising by picture or verbal message are exempt from sign regulation.  

 

  (52) Window sign: A sign installed upon or within one foot of a window for the purpose 

of viewing from outside of the premises.  This term does not include merchandise 

displayed.  

 

(53) Zone districts.  Refers to land use regulatory zones under the zoning ordinance of 

Cedar City.  

   

(54) Zone lot: A parcel of land in single ownership that is of sufficient size to meet 

minimum zoning requirements for area, coverage, and use, and that can provide such 

yards and other open spaces as required by the zoning regulations.  

 

Amended by Cedar City Ordinance No. 1012-16-2. 

 

SECTION 26-XVI-4  Prohibited Signs  

 

The following signs are prohibited:  

 

(1) A-frame signs not addressed in Section (9 - Temporary Signs)  .  

 

(2) Animated signs.  

 

(3) Banners. All banners except those expressly permitted under this code. (Temporary Signs).  

   

(4) Flashing signs or lights. Any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or 

which includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation, or an 

externally mounted intermittent light source.  Flashing light sources are prohibited. Electronic 

message centers are allowed.  

 

(5) Graffiti.  

   

(6) Hazardous signs.  No sign shall be erected or maintained which, due to structural weakness, 

design defect, or other reason, constitutes a threat to the health, safety and welfare of any person 

or property.  

 

 (7) Inflatable signs or displays.  Any inflatable object used for signage or promotional 

purposes except as permitted by this ordinance for a grand opening or special promotion.  

   

(8) Off-premise signs. Off-premise signs are not allowed, except billboards, planned commercial 

center signs and street decorations as described in this ordinance.  

 

 (9) Signs creating traffic hazards. No sign shall be erected at or near any public street or the 

intersection of any streets or on any curb, sidewalk, hydrant, bridge, in such a manner to create a 



traffic hazard by obstructing vision or at any location where it would interfere with, obstruct the 

view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic sign.   

 

 (10) Signs resembling traffic signs or signals.  No sign shall be constructed, erected, or 

maintained which purports to be or resembles an official traffic sign or signal except those signs  

 

(11) Snipe signs  

 

(12) Spotlights directed into the night sky except as part of an approved promotional period for 

temporary signs.  

 

(13)Wind signs.  Any propeller, whirling, or similar device which is designed to flutter, rotate, 

or display other movement under the influence of the wind.  Pennant signs, street decorations 

and wind signs on residential property that do not advertise commerce shall be allowed.  

 

(14) Obscene Signs. Signs that exhibit words or pictures or an obscene nature.  

 

SECTION 26-XVI-5  Signs Allowed Without a Permit  

 

(1)  The following signs are permitted within the City subject to the limitations and 

requirements, as noted, and the standards described  in this ordinance.  Sign permits are not 

required for these signs unless the limitations and requirements of this section cannot be met.  In 

such cases, a sign permit is required. Exempt signs shall only be illuminated by indirect lighting, 

except, as specifically allowed otherwise within this section, and shall not be included in the 

limitation on the number of signs allowed per parcel nor shall they be included in the 

computation of aggregate permitted sign area unless otherwise stated in this section.  

   

(a) Apartment, hotel, or motel sign: One vacancy and/or no vacancy sign, which shall 

not exceed four (4) square feet in area.  Such sign may be internally illuminated.  

  

(b) Building interior sign: Any sign located in the interior of any building or within an 

enclosed lobby or court of any building or group of buildings, which is designed and 

located to be viewed by patrons. Such sign may be illuminated. 

  

 

( c) Directional or Instructional sign: A sign which provides direction or instruction and 

is located entirely on-premise and which does not in any way advertise a business and  

shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. These signs may identify restrooms, public 

telephones, walkways and parking directions.  

   

(d) Display sign: A sign within a showcase or storefront and, if directly illuminated, shall 

conform to this ordinance.  

 

(e) Flag: Flags, emblems or insignia of any nation, or political subdivision may be 

displayed in a manner whereby it is not construed as an attraction- gaining device for the 



advertising of a product or use.  Such a flag shall not be flown from a pole the top of 

which is more than 40 feet in height. A corporation flag, limited to one (1) flag per parcel 

of land, when flown in conjunction with the State or National flag.  

 

(f) Gasoline price signs: One double-faced sign including each type of fuel sold is 

permitted.  The area of the sign may not exceed 16 square feet.  One additional gasoline 

price sign is permitted if the property has more than three hundred feet (300') of lineal 

street frontage on a dedicated public street  

 

  (g) Home occupation sign or nameplate: Such sign shall not exceed 1.5 square feet in 

area denoting only the name and profession of an occupant on the premise where the sign 

is placed.  

   

(h) Integral sign: A sign indicating the name(s) of a building, dates or erection, 

monumental citation, commemorative tablets and the like, and made an integral part of 

the structure.  Such shall not exceed ten (10) square feet in area, and shall be carved into 

stone, concrete, or similar material or made of metal, bronze, aluminum, or other 

permanent type construction material.  

 

  (I)  Menu sign for drive-thru and dine-in restaurants shall not be designed to be read 

from the public right-of-way nor to attract attention to the site from the right-of-way.  

Such sign may be illuminated.    

 

  (j) New business signs: may be banners for up to eight weeks pending permanent sign 

(see Temporary Sign section).  

 

  (k) No trespassing sign: Such sign regulating the use of property such as no hunting, no 

fishing, etc., and shall be no more than two (2) square feet.  

 

  (l) On-premise, individual lot development signs: Individual lots may have 

signs identifying businesses developing the lot.  The signs shall not be erected prior to 

issuance of a valid building permit and must be removed before final occupancy. Signage 

shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet, with the height not to exceed  ten (10) 

feet.   

 

  (m) On-premise, subdivisions and commercial construction development signs: 

Subdivisions and commercial construction sites may have promotional signs placed on 

the premises. The maximum size of any sign shall be ninety-six (96) square feet with the 

height not to exceed twelve (12) feet.  The total square footage of all signs shall not 

exceed one hundred-forty (140)  square feet. The signs shall not be erected prior to the 

approval of the subdivision or construction by the City and shall be removed within 5 

years of issuance of the first building permit, occupancy  or upon sale of the last lot, 

whichever comes first.  

 

 (n) Political Signs.  



  

(o) Public sign: A sign of a noncommercial nature and in the public interest, installed by, 

or on the order of, a unit of government, such as but not limited to a safety sign, danger 

sign, trespassing sign, traffic sign, memorial plaque, sign of historical interest, 

information sign or, a sign of public utility agencies or a construction contractor serving 

as a directional or safety aid, street sign, road work sign, etc.  

   

(p) Real estate sign (individual lots): In residential zones, the sign area shall not exceed 

six square feet and shall not exceed six feet in overall height. In commercial and 

industrial zones, the sign area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and shall not 

exceed eight (8) feet in overall height.  Off-premise, directional signs shall be permitted 

for special promotional events that are temporary in nature, (i.e parade of homes).  

   

(q) Vehicle signs: Signs painted or attached directly on vehicles advertising the business 

establishment using the vehicle, in the normal course of business and not as off-premise 

advertising.  

 

(r)  Window sign: Shall be affixed to the window or window frame.  Multiple window 

signs shall be permitted but the total area of all window signs shall not cover more than 

twenty-five percent (25%) of the window area upon which it is placed.  

 

(B) SECTION  26-XVI-6  Signs Requiring A Permit  

 

(1) Monument Signs. The use of monument signs is encouraged. The following shall apply:  

 

(a) Monument signs are allowed for any size parcel provided that the parcel has a 

minimum thirty (30) feet of frontage. The sign area allowed is determined by the amount 

of street frontage along which the sign is to be placed and shall be determined with the 

ratio of one (1) square foot of sign area for each foot of lineal frontage, beginning with 30 

square feet and shall not to exceed two hundred (200) square feet.  Multiple monument 

signs may be used along a street frontage as long as the combined area of the signs does 

not exceed two hundred (200) square feet. However, signs must be separated by at least 

100 feet as measured along the street frontage.  

 

(b) Monument signs must have at least a one foot pedestal. The height to the top of the 

sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet as measured from the base of the sign at curb  

level. Monument signs shall be behind the street right-of-way and shall be placed a 

minimum of fifteen (15) feet from a driveway and thirty (30) feet from a corner lot line so 

as not to impede the view of traffic. 

  

(c)  No monument sign shall be more than three (3) feet in height if it is erected at any 

vehicular traffic intersection within a triangular area formed by the intersection of straight 

lines extended from the back of curb and a line connecting them at points 30 feet from the 

intersection.  

 



(2) On-Premise Freestanding signs. When using a  freestanding sign, the following shall 

apply:  

 

(a) One free standing sign is permitted. Sign area shall not exceed one hundred (100) 

square feet. In cases where the street frontages exceed one hundred (100) lineal feet, the 

sign area may increase at the ratio of one (1) square foot of sign area for each additional 

one (1) lineal foot of frontage, not to exceed two (200) square feet. Sign height shall not 

exceed thirty (30) feet.  Free standing signs shall not extend over the street right of way.  

One additional on premise  freestanding sign is permitted if the property has more than 

three hundred feet (300') of lineal street frontage on a dedicated public street.  The 

additional sign shall not be higher than seventy percent (70%) of the first sign and shall 

be at least one hundred feet (100') apart.  

  

(b) Reader boards, changeable copy areas, gasoline price signs, electronic message 

centers and electronic display screens are allowed and shall be considered as a portion of 

the total sign copy area.  

 

(c) Freestanding signs shall not extend over any pedestrian or vehicular access. Free 

standing sign bases shall not obstruct the view of vehicular traffic at intersections.  

 

  (d) Interstate 15 Interchanges Areas.  (Areas defined in Section 13 Exhibits).  On 

parcels located within the Interstate 15 areas, signs may have a height not greater than 

fifty (50) feet above the nearest travel way (traffic lane) of Interstate 15. Sign area shall 

not exceed two hundred (200) square feet.  In cases where the street frontages exceed one 

hundred (100) lineal feet, the sign area may increase at the ratio of one (1) square foot of 

sign area for each additional foot of frontage, not to exceed three (300) square feet.  

 

(3) Wall Signs.   Wall signs are encouraged as the primary form of identification for business 

uses in the City.  

   

(a) Signs may not occupy more than twenty percent (20%) of the face of the front wall to 

which they are attached, nor more than fifteen percent (15%) on the face of a side or rear 

wall. If a sloping facade or roof exists, the signs may not exceed twenty percent (20%) of 

the face of the front wall to which they are attached, nor more than fifteen percent (15%) 

on the face of al side or rear wall.  

 

  (b) Wall signs on sloping roofs shall be erected so as to appear as a sign applied to a 

similarly vertical wall surface and finished in such a manner that the visual appearance 

from all sides is such that they appear to be part of the building. All such signs shall be 

installed or erected so there is no visual support structure such as guy wires or braces.  

 

  (c) No part of any wall sign or of the sign structure shall project above or below the  

 highest or lowest part of the wall upon which the sign is mounted or painted.  

   

(d) No wall sign, including any light box or structural part, shall project more than  



twelve (12) inches from the face of the building to which it is attached.  

 

 

 

  (e) Projecting signs are permitted if they are not more than four (4) feet from the wall, not 

more than ten (10) square feet in area, and not lower than ten (10) feet above the 

sidewalk.  

 

(4) Billboard Signs. Billboard signs are allowed only along the I-15 freeway corridor. The 

following shall apply:  

 

  (a) Billboard signs shall be allowed only on property adjacent to and fronting I-15 or I-15 

frontage roads and on property zoned industrial. These signs must be oriented for freeway 

viewing only and located within 100 feet of the freeway right of way.  

   

(b) Maximum area of one side of a sign (whether single or double faced) shall be 675 

square feet, with the face not exceeding forty-eight (48) feet in length or fourteen (14)  

feet in height.  

 

  (c) Embellishments shall be permitted but the total area of the embellishments shall not 

exceed ten percent (10%) of the total permitted sign area.  Embellishments may extend 

above and outward from the billboard but may not extend below the billboard.  

   

(d) Maximum height of signs shall be thirty (30) feet above the most adjacent grade of 

the traveled way of the Interstate.  Embellishments may extend above the maximum 

height, but may not extend more than five feet (5') above the height of the billboard. 

  

  (e)  No sign shall be erected within 1,000 feet of another existing billboard sign. No sign 

shall be erected within two hundred (200) feet of a residential zone.  

  (f) Lighting shall be designed to light only the sign and not neighboring property.  

  

(5) Suspended Signs.  Suspended signs may be used in place of wall signs. The following shall 

apply:  

  (a) Any sign may not exceed 15% of the flat wall of the tenant space.  

 

  (b) No sign may project beyond the outside limit of the marquee, canopy or facade to 

which it is attached.  

 

(c) Any sign must have at least a ten (10) foot clearance above the sidewalk or any 

landscaped area.  

   

(6) Awning Signs.  Awning signs are allowed. The following shall apply:  

 

  (a)  Awning signs shall be limited to single story buildings or to the first level only of 

multistory buildings. 



 

   (b) The area of awning signs shall be a maximum of 15% of the primary wall upon 

which the awning is attached.  

 

(c) Awning signs shall not project above the roof line, defined as the highest part of the 

vertical wall.  

 

(d) Awning signs shall maintain a minimum clearance of 7 feet to the bottom of the 

valance and 8 feet to the frame above the sidewalk and comply with all other clearance 

requirements.  

 

(7) Canopies.   Signs for canopies not connected to the primary structure over gas islands are 

allowed. The following shall apply:  

 

  (a) Sign copy, corporate logos, etc. may be a maximum of fifty percent (50 %) of each  

face used for signage.  

 

 (b) Up to 3 sides of the canopy may be used for signs.  

  

(c) Canopies may not exceed twenty (20) feet from grade and no canopy fascia shall 

exceed four (4) feet in height.  

 

  (d) Individual letters, logos, or symbols may not exceed three (3) feet in height or project 

out from the surface of the canopy more than eight (8) inches or project above or below 

the canopy face.  

 

 

(8) Planned Commercial Centers:  

 

(a)  Where businesses are located in a planned commercial center, monument and 

freestanding signs are limited to one sign per commercial area.  That sign shall be for the 

purpose of identifying all businesses within the planned commercial center and shall have 

a maximum area of one hundred (100) square feet.  In cases where the lineal street 

frontage exceeds one hundred (100) square feet, the sign area may increase at the ratio of 

one (1) square foot of sign area for each additional foot of frontage, not to exceed two 

hundred (200) square feet.  One additional monument or freestanding sign in a planned 

commercial center is permitted if the planned commercial center has more than three 

hundred feet (300') of lineal street frontage on a dedicated public street.  The additional 

sign shall not be higher than seventy percent (70%) of the first sign and shall be at least 

one hundred feet (100') apart.  

 

(b) Planned Commercial Center signs may be off-premise signs if the sign is located on 

the property of one of the businesses in the Planned Commercial Center or property 

jointly owned by the Planned Business Center.  

 



SECTION  26-XVI-7  Sign Permit Procedures  

 

 (1) No person shall erect, install, replace or repair any sign requiring a permit, whether it be 

temporary or permanent in nature, without obtaining a sign permit from the Building 

Department, except as outlined in this ordinance. This includes new signs, signs to be added to 

existing buildings or uses, and existing signs that are to be enlarged, changed in sign structures or 

a change in business identification. When new buildings or developments are presented for 

Project Review, signs for the development shall be reviewed concurrently.  

 

(2) Required Permit Information.  An application for a sign permit and site plan will be 

reviewed by the Building Department and shall be accompanied by the following:  

 

  (a) Monument,  Freestanding and Billboard Signs.  A site plan indicating all existing 

and proposed signs on the site, including the relationship of sign(s) to buildings, property 

lines, setbacks from public rights-of-way, intersections, easements and driveways. The 

plan shall also include sign elevation indicating height, overall dimensions, colors, 

materials, proposed  

  copy and illumination specifications. Details of sign construction including electrical 

plan, foundation design and property frontage shall also be included.  

 

  (b) Wall, Suspended, Awning and Canopy Signs Applications shall include drawings 

showing the square foot dimensions of the building and the sign and how the sign will  

 

appear on the building from the street or parking area, and details of sign construction and 

any electrical plans.  

(c) Temporary Signs. A site plan indicating all existing and proposed signs on the site, 

including the relationship of sign(s) to buildings, property lines, setbacks from public 

rights-of-way, intersections, easements and driveways. The proposed time period for 

display shall be included.  

 

SECTION  26-XVI-8  Signs in Specific Areas  

 

(1) Because of the unique character and special standards and/or requirements of certain areas, 

signs within these areas shall also have specific sign standards set forth below.  

 

(2) Historic Downtown Area. (Area defined in Section 13 Exhibits).  

 

  (a) The overall facade composition, including ornamental details and signs shall  be 

coordinated.  Signs shall be proportional to the building, such that they do not dominate 

the appearance.  In no case shall a sign obscure the architectural features or details of the 

building. Simple letter styles and graphic designs are more appropriate.  

 

  (b) Flush mounted wall signs are preferred.  Flush mounted wall signs may not exceed 

twenty percent (20%) of the face of the wall to which they are attached.   

 



  (c) Projecting signs are permitted if they are not more than three (3) feet from the wall, 

not more than eight (8) square feet in area, and not lower than eight (8) feet above the 

sidewalk.  

 

  (d) Window signs may be painted or hung from inside but should not obstruct the view.  

 

  (e) Monument signs may be permitted on lots having set-back space.  

 

  (f) Awning signs are permitted.  Awning colors shall be compatible with historic theme, 

which includes, but are not limited to, maroon, forest green, navy blue.  Lettering shall 

be in scale and placed on the valance portion of the awning.  

  (g) Suspended signs are permitted.  No suspended sign may project beyond the outside 

limit of the marquee, canopy or facade to which it is attached.  Suspended signs shall not 

be lower than eight (8) feet above the sidewalk and shall be made of wood, metal or 

heavy canvas. Wood and metal suspended signs shall be three (3) dimensional or routed.  

The total square footage of all suspended signs shall apply to the maximum allowable 

square footage for flush mounted wall signs as stated in Section 8-2-b.  

     

(h) Sign materials shall be compatible with building facade.  Signs shall be three (3) 

dimensional or routed and made of wood and metal.    

   

(I) Simple sign designs are preferred.  Symbols and simple type faces that are in keeping 

with the historic are preferred.  Lettering shall not exceed twenty-four inches in height.  

   

(j) Lighting design shall enhance the entire building.  Sign lighting shall not overwhelm 

the architectural features of the building.  Light shall be directed at the sign from an 

external source.  Internal illumination is not permitted, except for theatre marquees  All 

sign plans shall be reviewed by the Downtown Architectural Review Committee.  

 

SECTION  26-XVI-9  Temporary Signs  

 

(1) A temporary sign is one which is intended for use during a specified, limited time as 

determined by the City Building Official. Temporary signs shall not be placed in or over the 

public right-of-way or on telephone poles, fences, or trees or cause a public nuisance of any kind. 

They must be firmly secured to the building or ground. Temporary signs may be attached to 

existing permanent signs. Temporary signs may cover or obscure an existing permanent sign only 

if the business has changed hands or changed names. No off-premise signs are allowed except 

those specifically noted and regulated for real estate purposes or otherwise noted in the 

ordinance.    

 

(2) Temporary signs requiring a permit.  

 

  (a)  Directional signs for Subdivisions/PUDs.  These signs need written permission of 

the property owner presented to the Building Official before they are erected.  

 



   (I.) Three (3) directional signs are allowed for a developer to guide traffic to the 

site and should contain only the name, address, and direction of the development. 

They are limited to twenty-four (24) square feet in area and six (6) feet in height 

and must be placed entirely upon private property and ten (10) feet from the street 

right-of-way.  

 

(ii) Such signs shall be removed within six (6) months of final plat approval of the 

project or immediately upon the sale of the last lot, whichever comes first.  

 

(b) Going Out of Business.  A business may apply for a special permit in order to 

facilitate the liquidation of inventory for a closing business for a period not to exceed 90 

calendar days. Such a permit will be allowed only once for any business license. A banner 

or portable sign is allowed during this period.  

 

(c) A-frame sign.  A sign which does not exceed six square feet per side and is not more 

than forty-two inches (42")   high. There may be one sign A-frame per business and the 

sign must be located adjacent to business, on premise.  

 

(3) Temporary signs allowed without a permit  

 

  (a) Holiday periods.  A business may advertise a special service, product or sale during 

holiday periods without a permit:  

   

(b) Religious functions may advertise the function no longer than five (5) days) before 

the event.  

 

  (c) Grand opening signs.   Temporary signs announcing the initial opening of a 

business, or the relocation, or change of ownership of an existing business may be 

allowed provided that the event shall not continue for more than thirty (30) days and that 

the sign is erected within the first year of operation.  There shall be no more than two (2) 

signs allowed per business. Banners and portable signs may be permitted. Signs must 

comply with size and location standards.  

   

(d) Special promotion periods. A business may hold a monthly special promotion 

periods Each period may not exceed thirty (30) days in length.  A banner, portable, or 

inflatable sign is allowed during this time.  

 

SECTION  26-XVI-10  Measurement of Regulated Sign Area  

  

(1) Monument Signs.   The measurement area of a monument sign shall include all parts of the 

sign or structure that contains identification (words and symbols) and information. The height of 

a monument sign shall be the distance from the highest point of the sign to the height of the street 

curb or sidewalk.  

   

(2) Freestanding Signs.  The measurement area of a freestanding sign shall include all parts of 



the sign or structure that contains identification (words and symbols) and information. The height 

of a freestanding sign shall be the distance from the highest point of the sign to the base at 

ground level of the sign.  

 

(3) Wall Signs.  Sign copy mounted or painted on a background panel or area distinctly painted, 

textured or constructed as a background for the sign copy shall be measured as area contained 

with the outside dimensions of the background panel or surface. Any illuminated bands or 

illuminated structures which contain sign copy, corporate logos, etc. are by definition wall signs 

in their entirety and as such may not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the face of the front wall to 

which they are attached, nor more than fifteen percent (15%) on the face of a side or rear wall  

 

(a) For sign copy mounted as individual letters and/or graphics against a wall or fascia of 

a building or other structure that has not been painted, textured or otherwise altered to 

provide a distinctive background for the sign copy, the area shall be defined as the area 

enclosed by the smallest single rectangle that will enclose all sign area.  

 

(b) For sign copy on an illuminated sign or illuminated architectural element of a 

building, the entire illuminated surface or illuminated architectural element which 

contains sign copy shall be counted as sign area.  

 

(4) Multiple Face Signs      

  

 (a) Single Panel - Measure the area of the single face only.  

 

(b) Double panel  - If the interior angle between the two faces is 45 degrees or less, the area to 

be measured will be the area of one face only. If the angle between the two sign faces is 

greater than 45 degrees, the sign area to be measured shall include the sum of the area of 

the two faces.  

 

 (c)Three or More - The sign area shall be the sum of the areas of the three or more faces.  

 

SECTION 26-XVI-11     Nonconforming Signs  

 

(1) Existing Signs.  For any sign existing in the City on (The effective date of the ordinance), 

the Building Department will determine if the sign is conforming or non-conforming according 

to this ordinance and issue a notice to the owner.  

 

Alterations: A nonconforming sign shall not be raised, moved, replaced, extended or enlarged 

unless said sign is changed so as to conform to all provisions of this chapter.  Alterations shall 

also mean the changing of the text of the sign when there is a major change in the use of the 

property.  A major change in use occurs whenever the use changes from one of the following 

land use categories to another: office, retail, food/restaurant service, personal service, 

entertainment, lodging, repairs, institutional, public utility, manufacturing, and warehouse uses.  

Any major change in use requires any affected nonconforming sign to conform to all the 

provisions of this chapter.  Alterations shall not be interpreted to include changing the text of a 



marquee.  

 

Restoration: Nonconforming signs which have been allowed to deteriorate or which have been 

damaged by fire, collision or any other cause beyond the control of the owner, to the extent of 

more than sixty percent (60%) of its assessed value shall, if repaired or rebuilt, be repaired or 

rebuilt in conformity with the regulations of this chapter or shall be removed.  

Maintenance of Legal Nonconforming Signs: Nonconforming signs shall be required to comply 

with the requirements of this chapter when any change, other than normal maintenance, is made 

to the sign.  

 

SECTION 26-XVI-12    Removal of Illegal and Unsafe or Abandoned Signs  

 

(1) Abatement or removal of signs.  

 

(a) Snipe Signs. If a Code Enforcement Officer, or designee, sees a snipe sign he/she 

shall treat the snipe sign as litter, remove the sign and deposit the sign in the trash. 

Placement of a snipe sign on public property or within the public right of way is 

littering and may be punishable as a class C misdemeanor and carry a fine of not less 

than $100 for each violation. 

 

(b)  Signs not reasonably capable of being immediately abated.  If, upon inspection, 

a Code Enforcement Officer, or a designee, determines a sign, or awning to be unsafe, 

dangerous, non-maintained, or abandoned, the Code Enforcement Officer, or a 

designee, may issue a written order to the owner of the sign stating the nature of the 

violation and requesting them to repair or remove the sign within fourteen (14) 

calendar days after receipt of notice from the City.  In cases of emergency, the 

Building Official may cause, at the owner’s expense, the immediate removal of 

dangerous or defective signs.  Signs removed in this manner must present an 

imminent hazard to the public safety.  

   

(2) Any person who hangs, posts, or installs a sign which requires a permit under this 

Ordinance, and who fails to obtain a sign permit before installing the sign, shall be guilty 

of an infraction, fined accordingly and ordered, in writing, to remove the sign within 

fourteen (14) days.   

 

(3) After obtaining a court order, the Code Enforcement Officer, or designee, may cause the 

removal of an illegal sign.  The cost to remove the sign shall be billable to the owner, or 

subject to a restitution order from the court.  

 

Amended by Cedar City Ordinance No. 1012-16-2. 

 
 

SECTION  26-XVI-13. Exhibits 



 



 
 



 



 
 

 


