ZACHARTAH BRUYN DECKER, SR.

Zasharlah Bruyn Decker was born June 22, 1817 ab Sha-wan?gnnk, Ulster
wanty s New York, about one hundred miles up the Hudson River from-ﬁew yorle City.
3 parents were Cornelius J. Decker and Gertrude Bruya and his forebeara were
‘wheh Provestants and French Hugenots.

By the ¢ime of his birth, six generstions of Deckers.had lived in Ulster
ounky, and they bore such large families that the original estates became 400
rowded. They had been divided and subdividéﬁ until each farm was small, It
25 no lopger possible to raiss large families and meintain them on the inherited
roperby. Zechariah, the szcond son; not being needed on the farm, left homs
of f£if%een to help on a larger estate, The hired men weie ambitiocus, and having
wed Gheds imagin#tions fired by the Vestern trecks, made plans to go West them-
velves and obtain squattera rights to large tracts of land Hest, included
Tiliaols.

Before malcing the venture, Zacheriah dalked things over with his femily
snd as & result, ke and two brother, Johannes and Asa. pade their way to Illincis,
dhen they resched MeDonough Gdunty in western I1lincis, they calléd it a goodly
iand, end were satified 4o make it their new home. Johannes married in 1839 at
the ags of 2i; and settled on a prairie farm; Jater he mnd Ase owned neighboring
farmss Dub ready cash was nesded and Zachserizh went out to work for wages: !e
a8 earing for the horses of & lended Esquire when he bscame the close friend of
Lafayetie Sheppard who was performing like serviee on the rdjoining estate,s This
friendship lasted all their lives,

Later the mother and father mnd most of the family also Journayed westward,
settliing abt Macomb, the county seat of MeDonough County, where some of the family

descendants reside to this day.



Layfette Sheppard had become a Mormon in the thirties, and was well acquainis:
with mob disturbances. When the Neuvco Legion was withdrawm, and the Mormon
people were left to the mercy of the moh, Zacharish naturally went to the
assistance of his friend"s pecple. When their guns were stacked, and the Mormans
sere ordered acress the Mississippl River, Zachariah was sent with them, and his
lot was cast with the Mormons. A%t the call of the United States for 500 men
for the Mexican War service, he was cne of the first to volunteer. He was bap-
$iged into the church and then marched off with the Mormon Battaliom %o Califor-
nia; His name is included with the organization on the monument at the Shats
Sapitiol grounds, Salt Lake City.

Zachariah B, Decker was frequently referred to as a man who knew no fear.
Perhaps this grew from an interesting sbtory which has been told of an experiencs
in whieh he figured during the Mormon Battalion trek across the plaims. Officers
of the troups were given to discriminating against the Mormon members denmying
them even thelr fair share of the available food.

Cne day the Mormon Boys killed a buffalo and were busily preparing to feast
upon the roasted meat when they wewe approached by an officer who angrily demandsd
that they relinquish their prize to the rest of the army or he would fire upon them
The Mormons were very hungry, they they knew that they had svery right to this foo<
but they dared not protest. One by ome they wera solemnly giving it over to the
demanding officer when they were suddenly startled to hear the voice of Zachariah
Decker refusing to submit to such shameless treatment. ¥Shoot me if you will,"
he was saying in a low steady voice, "I%d just as leave die one way as another and
we are starving to death. This meat rightfully belengs to these men and we're goin
to keep it.” And he levelled his gun upon the officer daring him to take the fooe.
Thers was a moment of tense silence while the two wen eyed each other, and suddely
the officer turned and hurriedly lefit the Morman Group to the buffaio meat they
nesdsd so badly.

In 1847 the Battalion was disbanded., but Zacharish re-enlisted for a second

year's service, When the boys were finally discharged in 1848, he went to ths



Sgaramento Talley and happened o be at the MNarshall Mill Race when gold was
discoverad there. Shortly after this event Brigham Young called the Battalion
hoog, With the rest of the Mormem boys; Zacharizh, when requested, turned his
thee bags of gold dust (worth Five thousand esch) into the general church fund.

Ascording to another version of the gold story, Zachariah started for Utah
wish a burro lead of goid mugpets. IL was too heavy a load and the burro's
back becams sore. 5S¢ Zachariah buried his gold save for a few sxcepticnally
vaiuable nuggets whieh he carried with him tc pay his expenses. (Grandpa
showed his grandson, Eugene, s dlagram of ihe place where he buried the gold.

Bui, it has never been found,

When Zachariah reached Salt Lake, Nancy Bean was alrcady divoreced foom John
D. Lee; and their mesting was & happy occesion for them bothe They were married
at Mill Creek in 1849, on Mareh 11, 1850, Zachariah B, Jr. was born in Salt Lake
Citys Colonization was gding strong emong the Ulah Mormons; and in 1851, they
went with a company of colenists to Center Creek. later called Parcwan where they
egtablished & home and raised & large family. Like other pioneer settlers they acqu
by hardest toil a home, a large farm, cattle, horses and sheep.

Qhen the Migsion to Sam Jusn county was called, Zachariah and three of his gons
went with their animals expecting to establish a new home in the wild region. Hancy
renained to sell the farm., In the meantime, the Navajo Indlans burned her husband‘s
log cabin to the ground desiroying h's valuable books which included the famous
Journels of Discourse. They also stole his 150 head of cattle and horses and lefi
him with but three teams and four extra horses, The teams he sold and returaed %o
Parowan where hs ussd the mongy to start another herd of cattle. He also freigbted
aalt from the Little Salt Lake scuntry be Silver Beef in order o augment the hard
&nd begin life again.

Zachariah wes an expert in the use of a gun, and because he never was seen wilh
out it, it was ofien called his "second wife.® Because of his sxpert marksmanship b
was frequently sent on Indian missions during disputes with the early red men.

He garved Parowan as Farshall for o numbzr of years and is referrsd 4o a3 such

i Ao At Sl dbia Adower AP the sattlement of the rommmitv.



He disd 20 his 0ld home April 13, 1903 just six weeks afler Narcyis darth.
tafsyetie Sheppard of Deaver, his boyhood and life~time friend was the princip

gpeaker at the funeral service.



