LIFE OF JOBL R. JOHN30OR

A sketoh of the life of Joel Hills Johnson, som of Hazsnle) Johnson, who was
born ai Uxbridge, Hasssohasetts, January 12, 1776, My mother's name was Julis Hills,
born at Upton, Hessaohusetts, September 26, 1783, They wers married at Grafton,
Massashusetts, Janmary 12, 1801, and I was born at Orafton, Massashmsetts, March 23,
1802, shon I wos & swoll ohild my persnts emigrated to the aiata of Voymont, where
they lived about nins ynars, asd In the yoar of 1813 my parents let mo go with wp
Unsle Josl Hills, for whom 1 was named, to Newport in the ststs of Kentueky, on the
opprosite sids of the Ohlo River fyom Oimsimnatti, beth of whioh wors then very small
touns.

In tho spring of 1815 my fathey come ond took me to Pompret, Chantaugqua Coun~
"ty. state of Now York, whore I lived with him mntil I was twenty-ons yesars of age,
Maych 23, 1823. I had littls or ne opportunity for education, but was very religl-
ous from s srall ohild, net dsring to transgress the will of my parents, or do ths
least thing 1 thought to he wromg, and alwoys attorded religinrus meetings ard stui-
i6d ny becks by f£ire light, after I hed done my work. 1 hought s sawmill, and a lot
of land and burilt A house, amd my sisters kept house for me until the socond day of
Rovembor, 1826, when 1 moryriod ¥Miss Anna P. Johnaon, daughter of Timothy Johnson,
Bag. 5h was bdorn Auguat 7, 18090,

In the year 1829 1 invented and patented a shingle cutter or machine now nsed
for mRking and entting shinglos throughout the United States and Canada. Ths pat~
ent is dated Denovber 8, 1829, signed Andrew Jackson, Prosident, and Martin Yan
Buren, Vice-Fresident of the United States.

In the fall of 1830 I rovel my fanily %o tho town of imhoarst, Lorien Comnty,
Ohio. 1 thore becamd acquainted with the Bock of Mormon and tho Eldars of tho
Churoh of Josua Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and was baptised into the shuraoh om the
£irst 4y of June, 1831, and was ordalned an Elder on the 20th of September follow-
ing, axl appointod e preside over the Amhorst Srsnch of the chursh whish numbored
adout one hundrsd mondeys.

1 sttended tha first Octobsy confersncs ¢f the Church. It was held in Orange
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Townaship, Chle, in 1831. 1t was here 1 first behsld the face of the Prophet Joseph,

andl heard the words of life from his wouth whioch filled my heart with joy and thanks
to God,

In Jonuary, 1832, 1 went on & mission to the State of Now York, preashing ths
Goapols I vislted my fathey’s family in Pompret, thoy willingly heard and bolloved,
arv. oy obther and nome othars were daptlsed. On my return home 1 baptised many In
and shout Amhorat and odsined soveral Elders and Prilests. In July 1832, President
Iralth comeolled me to move $o Xirtland, and duy out a cortain obnexicus individual,
which 1 414,

1 was thera whon the foundation of the tample was 1sid, and bduilt & zawmill for
1ts benofit., On August 25, 1838 I went on 3 short mission through tho southssst part
of Chle, preschod in many oltiss and towns, daptised several and returnod homs, I
labered preaching in all ths towns abeut Xirtland, daptised many and ordained several
Rders and Prieste. PRecelved a dlassing under the hands of the Presidency for wy
labours in preaching and assisting to bulld the lLord's Housae,

1 ans weosent 8% ths calling and ordination of the firat twalwve apestloes, also
at the calling ard oydination of all the different guorums of the ochurch. I attend-
ol the dedicaticn of the Lord's House on the 27th of March, 1838, anl all tho moot~
ings and aounclls $hat followad. 1 saw and hoard the powsr of God manifosted as
mantionad in tho 1ife of Jogoph Smith and was chosen a membder of the lunorwm of Seven-
ties, went on sdvorsl missions, 8tc.

1 helped to organize the Kirtland ocamp in 1838, and traveled with it as fap as
Springfield, lllinols, wes ozlled %o stop thors anl take carc of the sick. I com~
menoed preashing snd soon gathered a dranch of the church of forty membars ovey which
1 presided until Jamuary 8, 1859, when the Lord showed me by revelation that 1 mast
1rmpdistely po to Cprthage in Hancook County. 1 packed up snd went with my femily
and eommpnesd preaching in Osrthage and vicinity, and daptised many, and organlzed
& branch of the chursh of about fifty memders, callad the Crecked Ureek Branch.

Abont this tims Sidney Riglon, Bishep Partridge and others oslled on mo while
on thelr way to 014 Commerse %o seok a losation for tho Sainmts, who were boing driven
from Missouri. The location was made and oslled Hauvoo.
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in Pobrueyy 1840, I purchased 2 sowmill, sud pless of land on Crooked Oyeek,

onto whish 1 moved my family. In July, we 83 a branch of ths shuroh were orgsnized
into a 3toke of Zlon, with all of 1ts officsrs and gnorams. I waa ordained High
Prisst and President of the Stoke, wnds» the hands of Eyrunm Smith. A town was laid
out and bnilt up Wy the Saints. On Ssptemder 11, 1840, my wife Azma Gled snd loft
me with five small shildren, and on October 20th following 1 marriad Sussn Bryant,.
In the winter of 1842, President Smith and cownoll thought best Lo disorganise the
Staks on ancowmt of asgretly orgenized banmd of false brethren, that had orept in
srongst us, and I was honorably dischapged fyom furthey duties as Presldent,

{ was olght mlles from Garthage on ths msmorabls 27th of Juns, 1844, when EHy-
ram and Joseph Smith were sl2in ir Capthage Jail. ©On the 13th of Novenbsy follow-
iag 1 was appointed to presids over 2 small branch ef the church called the Plea-
sant Vale Branoch, Octodey 256th, 1846, ] teok o wife Miss Janat Fifs, s Zaotah
lady. On the 3Slst day of Dsgomber, my wife Susan and 1 recolived onr endowments in
the Loxd's House in Hauvoo,

On the lst day of May, 1848, about two o'clock at night, I was oalled to the
door by an symed mob of sbout one hundred men, who had surrounded my houss snd ask-
od me i7 ] were preparing to leave. I told thom that I was. Thoy told me that if
I were not gone by the lat of Juns, my life wounld be taken, and my property desiroyed
a4 afteor move thrests they want avay.

Out of four or five thousand dollars’ worth of property thut I owned in Hane
cock Connty, all that I sould ralae to help me away wes one horse team worth oaly
sevanty~five dspllara, oms yoke of oxen, ard a borrowed zagen. On the last day of
Moy, I loaded my family into the wagon, leaving everything else beilnd, and start-
od for ¥nox Cowmty, 1llinois, where 1 had clal~ on an 80-sers right of land, and
arrived thore on tho 4th day of June 18456,

%hile in Xnax County the Lord bDlessed me with moans in a voenrderful manmner, 80
thas by the 6th day of Y&y, 1848, 1 was able to start to Salt Lake with three wag~
ons and suffislient taams well loodad with fomily neceszeities, provisions, tools,
and 80 on. %ith & fow calves snd shoop, we ayrived at Yinter Guarters on the Mis-
sourl River the first week in Jmme. ¥s tarried four veeks walting for company and
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on the 19th dsy of Osteder, 1848,

1 stopped a% tho mouth of Will Oresk Uanyon and was ordained Bishop of M1lL
Oreck Zaxd, and elooted Justice of the Psace, and Member of tho Leglialaturs of Dege
orat for 16849 and 1880, In the fall of 1880 I was selocted to assist Jsorge A. Smith
in forming a settlowont at Little Salt Lake, now Parowan, Iron Connty.

i1 sent with him my teo oldest sons with two tcams, lazles with provisions, seed,
farming tools, ivon mill saws efc., and in the aspring I went down wikth alook, amd
seversl more tesms, lalen with necessarias for a new setilemont, 2% the orsaniss-
tion of the Uity of Pevowan, County Cowmrt and Hign Comncil, I wss slosted onme of the
fity Counoil, Seleotman, and one of the High Counoil. On tho 19th day of November,
1881, 1 waa sent by Ceorge A. Smith %o the Spring twelve miles south of Parowsn to
moks a fort and nyself & fsprm, and hord tho slock for Purowsn and Jedsr Oity. The
sam 1s a$ill called Poré Johnsem, How Enochs

In tho fall of 1856, I attended the Secend Judicial District Cours heid atv Pill~
rmore, Utah as Petid Juror. December l0th, the Legislature assenbly convensd, or wet
in the State House at Pillmore and I was elected Cjjsplain of the House, whish office
I filled during the ssssion, |

In the spring of 1857 I was colled om & migsiom Yo ths Ntales, ani sturted on
the 6th day of April, and arrived st Floremce on tho Mlsseuri River on the 15th day
of June, anl veturned $o Salt Lake Cily agein on ths 5th day of Ooloder, 1860, amd
onm the 11%h wend to President Young's office and had Wiss Margseet Throdksold, an
Erglish lady, sealdd to me by the Presidens, and urrived st oy howe in Irom County
on the 29th of Ootobey, being sbsent from homs ovar throo yoars. Ky labors were
moetly 3n presching to the pseple in xm, and prodlding at the Gonsa Bransh in Keb-
yaska,

In the fall of 18481, I moved my family down to Virginm Clky, 1 was then sent by
Prosident Brastus Snow up Horth Creex about six miles, to bulld o sswmill whioh I
acoompolished. 1 also planted out large orchards, and vimeyards, and mede wany ot!
{zprovements, In July, 16656, I sold out on Forth Creck ard moved dack Yo Virgin O

and on the first day of March, 1868, I moved to Bellevus, =y ILxesent plece of ros
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After 1 was baptiszed in 1831, I nover lived but a short tire in sny ons plase
while in ths Si{ates, on sccount of wob vollencs, ani since im Meh have mals eleven
new place, and wor never oallsd on & missiem without responding to the asll, snd
nover azked to spouk in pubdllie, in rogard to oy fulth, or the gloricus hops that is
in mo, org the miesion of Joseph Smish, or the trus primolples of life and salvation
through the fuliness of the Gespel in these last dgys, whan 1 oxoused wysalf,

1 wag at Joseph Snith's whon thoe Yord of ¥isdom was glven and have ateiotly
hariconod to 13 precepts from that day to ths prssens, by 36% using tobozos, atrong
drinks of any kind, teéa or ocoffes, and bhut a vory 1ittls Zlesh,

1 have written nearly or quite 1000 splritusl hyms, and sasred sengs, mow ia
mannsoript entisled, "Zlons Senguter®, or the "Songs of Jool®, & fow of whish have
beeon pubdblished in the ohurch works. In $his short skelch of ay 1ife 1 have mentlon-
ed but a very few of oy lebowrs and travels in the kinglom,

¥y testimony for ths last forty=elght years lss been and still !Is that I ¥nmow
that God lives, for 1 heve felt His hend and bhesrd His volce upd I aloo imow Shat the
dispensation of the fullness of the Gospel bronght Yorth thwough Joseph Bmith is the
work of Ood, for His volos has declared it unte me., This 1z my living and dying
testinmony to every belng upon the face of the whele carths Truath, Zternsl, Truth,

aven~s0, == Amon,
Joel H. Johnson.

High Pricat and Patriaveh in the Churoh of Jasus Christ of Laticr-day Saints,
tha caly trae Church of Jod on the faoe of the whole carth.
P, 5. e roved from Sellevus to Jehmson, Kane, Go. in Octsber 1080, 7hils s lived
2t Johnson ho gave all his children and gresishildwen who oa.m e se6 him s Patrilar-
ahal blessing in whiah he promlsed svery cms they should realize 21l the blessings
inasmach as thoy obeyed ths ¥ord of ¥Visdom. He died at Jehnson in tho 82md ywar,
18684, He was the fathey of twenty-fory children end his threc oldest sons were
oxdainad patriarcshs.




HISPOBIOAL SKEPOR OF MY FATAZR,
BY JARET BAURERP2A JORESCN 3WITN

r 5 Jood E. Jolmson, was bowyn 89 Orefton, Massashmuetts, Marsh 25¢d,
3803, Ei» poronts wers origisally fwven Sngland and of the o4 Puritsn stook. They
were vory religious snd strist In Shely obdsevvanoe of the Padbuth and sc fortd, My
futhor's pocpls vere all New Beglondors and thoiy sympathiss worve vﬁh the Unien cemse,
fhey were likely Republicans. His grendfather fooght wnder Tashington, and mmm
st t20 Batils of Buzkey HS1l. His wother, Juiia Eills Johnsen, wos dobtless the' fivst
#f the fuxdly to join the clwrch. ZMo wos on Intimade fylend of She Prophet. Hor
Ssughtor Alnyre Decare one of Mg plavsl wives., His Catber Ssekiel Johmsom Jolmed
the almrah lators v

\ wmm.;m7mnmmmaammyaum.mmm
Scodlemd, Pobyuary 17, 1820, Sbe was f3fteeny yeurs of age whom she came to he
Unised States with hay papenis. Shay weve olght weeks ocrossing the osesn in the
ol4 style salling best. Naving Joined the ohmroh in Sootlend, they onwm te tha
Saints in Nexvee. She wos pevscnally soquainted wish the Prophet Joseph Smith and
sailed with hinm on maxy occasions. She marrisd my futhor in 1847 snd thay came $o
Usah $n 1848,

Ho wes an inventor and comsirudted a cotten gin many yesrs defove Thitmay, and
might have Doen wesltly hed he got the puteni. He was a menber of the Piret legis-
iature held in Utahs

Thore wore sixtess shtldrenm i3 his faaily all of shom pyow t0 metuwrity and de~
longed to the chmroh. Four 41ed and were Puried st Xirtland, ¥ helped $0 dndld wp
sy of the sattlemsnts of Southeyn Utah. Thavever ho went ke wss prosperens, whioh
warked his abdility as Plemeey and Lewder. Ho dled Septenbey 34, 1882 et Jedmson,
Eane Oounty, Utah.

in 1840 my paroats sam to Utah and ssttled ot Mill Creek which was amy birth
plase. Hy father put oul S¥ees meking & vineyavd sod orchud, After only two
yours he wos oalled by Oeorge A. Bwish $0 move to Pavewan, Irou County, Dtah. igela
4= o ahord time ko woved 30 8 PIase eallsd Jers Jehuson, IV wes S8 tho Sime of the
Indien way theve. There was & hord grant ostadlished S0 sare for 3he stock and be
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severnl yoors ho odoupied thils position. Then the trouble got so bdad, e with hle
mwumm:,mm,n:ummsm

% romained thove 8511 peacs was sufablished %o somw oxtent, when he moved dack
£ive ether families wens with him. The six families buil: a fort so bhey might be
protanted, o lived this way adout two years. It seomsd poace wns estabdlished, Wy
fothoy moved on his old farm, &3 b was & farmer and fruit grewew, %o lived this way
for seversl years omtil he ves ocalled on & missisn. ¥as gone four (7} yosrs.

Whots he oume homs there was 2 ¢all to duild wp the Commty., Ho thom weved %0
Virgin City nesr Ot. Gecrge. Be put wp soother lavgs orchard end viseyard, Stayed
Share adont thres yoars, and msns then called by Rrastus Snow to bulld & sawndll wp &
auall oanyen £ive wdles fspthsr., Ba wod alse o millwright. Bo steyed thove saversl
yoors od the Bovaje Iniioms breke ocat. Ho noved 3o Belview, a small place, medo
soothey oraherd and vinsyerd and all Xinds #f gaxden. 5o was very asbitions. ¥hea
the oall came to bulld up Avisona be started to go thero dut found o wae %oo fesdls
sod stepped ad Jamsom, Xone Coumty, where he dled st the age of eighty-dwo ia 1884,

#lie wo wore living in Virgia Oiy Presidsut Seorge A. Sxdth and cospany ¢are
%0 vinlt the people. Jesse N, Zmith was ome of the nusboy., My paronts and his hot
Doon asgueintod for meny years. We remewed our aoguaintance inte donrtship and in
Oatober 1666, we were warried in ths Endowent Howss, by Heber C. Ximball., Ky s~
band's home was in Payowsn, Iven Comsty. 2Two years later he was oalled on his sesomd
sission. Hed only Swelve days S0 settle his dusiness anl get to Salt laks, a distance
of thves Nandwed miles by stagh.

Pive wookis later our first baly wes beyu. o uamed her Susan Jamst, I was ten—
Sdarly sawed 0¥ by dust Zusa, my husdband's fivst wife, and my own dear mether. I
1ived with $he faadly. € wosked togetler %0 swpertétiiselves. Thore wore aight
ohildven ond my own bado bosides Nother Bmith. Te had but iittle ke go om, & emll
faym Shas modo cur dresl, and o fov sheop. Ihe wool was oaxled Imto roils anl we 8ll
mmmﬂammauwnﬂpmmmmemmumﬁum
with cur olodhan,




wmrmmmmi;g;x. He was & great stulent of soripiwre svd an
satdmulestio presshor, Ko 4id a gread dasl of wissienary work In the Ststes before
salgrating, organluing & Srench of the churoh o Rams, Illineds, over ubich he pre-
sified a» dishop. He was asscaisted with 3ie Prephed in mony ways, boing present im
his home the aight the Yord of Visdem wes given, Fdsumyy 27, 1633, The follewing
worning the Prophel relstod tho revelation to him. Fatber was a preoticing physiscian
aF ths Simo. Ho went hove and destroyed his wediscine snd dottles and maver agals used
medicines or drugs, oF druke the Sord of ¥Wisdom,

After resching Usah, he was male £irst Dishep of Nill Oreek. In 1857 he went on
a2 adaaicn to Jown and Nedreska, anl wos gone Sthmee years. He was deeply religions,
honest nd upright in his dealings, and was & fine man In WMo family., Ho hod the gift
of pyophesy &34 gave many wonderful patriarohal blsssing. 5o was & poet and wrole
many hywas, all of shioh are In tho I. D. 5. Hymn bosic. “High On the Mountsin Yops”,
s socpenition 1z susg 2 grost deal In the miselen fleld,

Ho yus o grest finanalsr and engupod in herticultove, baveling vis bost and layw
gusy vineyards in Souwshern USsh, Ho also had sowsills. B meds el oporated hfs oum
shingle =illa,

In the fall, 1 venld go teo Fatber's amd dyy fyuit which helped ur out very wash,
The twe yoars soon pessed aod whon our Fapa Jome homs wy litile dsughter Koow her
Pepa a3 well as the yest of $ho childwen, hon wy seoond Vahy oame 1 wes woved imke
mmothoy hoee, ¥o lived in Farowss, Iren Oommiy, wntil seves danghters ocems %o ouy
bomp, two of whom Q3ad. Thom cecn the o821l em Doocmder 324, 1670 frem Prosident
Ssylew, to g and bely Duild uwp srisems, Rrodhor Smith and Zvastus Jmow came. Re
atavisd for Avigone to fivd & homss Vhils he wes goms, @y little Agneu Mande 41ed
of whmping coughs

13 wos docided vhen Do yoturned for me %0 go with Alnm and stars the homs. U
setilad in Smawflaie, Avisons. Lived on dry lots for soversl ysars mmtil fioally »
eanal was conpleted sxd we began to foel more a8 hoso, whem we could wske the reces

grow ond sorm good gandens,



