THE HISTORY OF WV, MARSDEN IS TOLD IN HIS OWN WORDS. COPIED FROM HIS DIARY

T am William Marsden, son of Abraham Marsden end Hannah Thornton, am now
in the sixtieth yesr of my sge. I was born on Thursdsy, about six ofclock in
the morning, on the 16th of March 1814, in the town of Oldham, County of Lsncash~
ire, England. My father was by trade a cotton spinner. I was brought up in the
cotton business, and followed the seme until I was twenty~-five, years of age. My
parents were strictly Methodists, they balonged to what was called the New Connec“
Methodists. At the age of twenty four I joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Lger-
Day Sazints, I was baptized on the 7th of October 1839 in the river Irnvel, Manch@ster
County of Lancashire, by Jsmes Nahon Priest. I was 2lsc erdsined a priesh Jans 5,
1840 by Parley Peter Prat and Brighsm Young two of the Twelve Apostles of the Gmurch
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Ssints. The next day being Sunday, President Bpighan
Young requested me to go to 0ldham to presch to the people as they did not hawe any
Latter-day Saint preacher there. I did go having to uake the journey on footy &
distance of seven miles. I invited Thomas Yates and Jemes Mahon, Priests, 40 &ccompar
me which they did. Thomas Yates ané myself contdnued o labor there, in 31;‘;Beks
tﬁérg were Six persons baptized, each one bslomging 4o 2 different denominstion. I
coﬁtinued to labor there until 2 branch of tﬁe Chureh was orgsnized. The bpench wss
organiged on Sunday Fabruary 17th, 18LO. | :5

I then went to lsbor in new places, wherever I could get an opportumdty to
presch to the people, on the 16th day of October 1840, I wes ordsined sm Eldar under
the hands of Brighem Young and Willsrd Richards, the blessing pronounced om me were
that I should have pover over.indlean spirits, and cast them out, and to heal the
sick, I labored in Oldham and nearby places uatil April and in May I was eppointed
by Parley P. Pratt on a mission of Iseds in Yérkshlfe, T was there twb weeks &nd re-
turnedjﬁgme to Manchester County, 2 distence of 30 miles, thae journsy I performed
on fggé, being without purse of script, and found gickness in my family. A few days
after my arrival home, my son Abrsham died, Previous %o baing sent to leads I was i
the employ of & Mr. Francis Parnell, wh0 BY Peason of my religicus faith, discharged

me. he Baific wrominent of ficer in bhe Hebhodieh Churehr, and Sheought 3B o disgeoce




nave in his employ any Latier-day Saint, in éénsequence of which I which I was
: » peor, yeb the Saints came to my aid and sssigted me so that 1 was able to bury
Jeac, soon after 1 waes counciled by Parley P. Pratt to emigrate to America and ther.
mezns to send for my family, consequently I sold my household furniture, end by
.11 conaticns from my friends wss adle io emigrate I left the shores of England,
4 the Liverpool docks, by tha ship "Clifton®™ on the 23rd day of September, znd
- ded in Wew Tork the 12th cof Wovember 1840. I serched a few days for employment,
. cotld not obtain any, 2t this time the president of the branch of the Church
that City, Br. L.R. Foster, invited me to maks my home at his house, By his re-
3t 1 went with a Br. Burnett Smith to Rockway in the Stebe of New Jerssy. I
-ached once, z2nd scon after I was taken i1, forcing me to my bed for six days.
“hen returned to New York City, btut retyrned agein to Wew Jersey and iabored in
tovn of Patterson, taptized quite a number of persons, thén back to New York snd
-1 ¢ Trenton, New Jersey on the IStE of December 18&0,‘and found wy cousin Thomes
ntcn. He was a blacksmith by trade, I remained with him 16, days, which time
orked in a cotton factory for a ir. Ives., Om the 3%d of January 18L1l, I arrived in
City of Philadelphis., Dr., Besjsmin winchester, pragident of the branch of the
~»ch in that state introduced me to Albert Luiz a shoe-maker, with whom I stayed
© 211 the 20th., Then I was invited by Br. Aaron Burr, president of the branch of
¢35 Church &t Burlihgton, New Jersey, to go with him to that place and preside thers.
-~emained with the Saints for 3 days, preaching and teaching them the principlees o
lvation., I was introduced to a Br. Willcrd Mulford, who had received a small amovri
" money the last of 3 smell fortune left him by his grendfather, he wished me to
ompeny him to Pittsburg, as he wanted someone to take care of his propsrty, I dic
md he paid my expenses, he then wished me to go to the city of Nauvoo, Illinois,
lef; Burlington on the 12%h of April 1841, traveling on the ecanal to Pittsburg,
Jrrived at Neuveo acbui the last of Aprii., On my arrival there President Brigham
vig ‘nvited me to his house, he found me employment during my stay of 17 days, then
» fam' 1y arrivsd from England. My wife Jane Appleby Marsden, my son Sémuel, my

ahbor Heoneh Marish, also wy brether Samuel snd his wife Sarsb Wilkinson, they




211 sailed from Liverpool, Eugland in the ship "Hanover® to the New Orleans, from
shere by steamboat up the Miszsiseippi River to Nauvoo. They landed in New Orlieziz
on Ghe lst, dey of May 1841 ang arrived in Nauvoo on the 15th of May 18Ll., Myseifl
and family stayed with President Young for about 3 weeks, during which time, my
brother and myself made s house 4o live in Bro. Brigham let me have a city lob, mr
beig poor and destitube of teools of any kind, we borrowed an axe and got somes
hazwl;brush and drove sticks in the ground and wove in brash like basket or wicksy
woris, we then dobbed it with black wad inside end out, it had a board rcof, the
shinney and fireplacs being mede of sod, the size of the room was 10 by 12 ft.

their went to Cquaka, Henderson ccounty, with Richard Hardmsn, we dug aAwell for S:mc
Jwens, for which we received two cows with young calves, we worked there two wee:s,
and then returned home to Nauvoo, bringing my cow snd calf with me, which was vey
aecepteble Lo my family, as they had besen living on cozyse corn mesl and sour mi k,

the wilk was cbisined through the charity of the neighbors, soon after T movsd i1y

el

Pam: 1y to Qouawks, where I entered the employ of & ¥r, Alex ;helps, I had been
in his employ about 1l days when T wag gick, and was sick for several weeks, 21y
ough I stayed a2t the Phelps home, he did not charge me anything., My wife at ths
same time was doing house work for them, we remained in the employ of Mr. Phelps
fros: October 181 until January 18th 1842, We then moved into one of Phelp's houss:
3nd lived there free of rent until the first day of Mareh. I then moved on a farm
+hich I rented from Mr. David Brownly. On the following November 1lth, my father a3 ¢
jotter arrived in Wauvoo from-England, I met them there and brought them to my toiie
there they lived most of the time. My wife and I received our endowments in the Naw .
‘emple., Both my father and mother died on the 11th day of November 1849 and were Jix -
in the Qquawaka, Illinois cemetery. They died of cholera. I also buried my wife Jir:
and three of ocur children, The Saints were preparing to leave Nauvoo in 1846, just y:
ious I moved my family Uto Hénderson Co.

On the 29th day of April 1855, I left the state of Illinois for Utah, traveling
by o team, and with my family, Harnah Marish, Eliza Jane, Cornelia Phelps and Eli-

zaboth, also s nephew Thomas Yardley, & son of my sister Sarab, arrived the Lity




of Salt Lake, September 3rd, 1855, an¢ on October 3rd, I moved to Prove, Utah i

can
became acguainted with Lucius Nelson Seovil, on the the 16th day of Septembi:
=856 Irmarried his daughter ferish in the temple im Salé Lake City.

June 2k, 1858 I went to Salt Iake City with Tbeneszer Henks and visited - -
Lrigham Young. He told me tc menage snd assisit Hanks to get machinery to wamus-
f'acture cotton. I commenced to make crawings for cotbon machinery. I went %
r-achine shop in Suger House Ward, rémainéd there and superintended the making ¢ -

£

r-achinery until it was completed. Pairt of the iron we used was serap iron le i

et
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from Johnsens Army 2t Cawp Floyé. October 15, 1861 I left Provo City for Far 1
iron Counhy; with my family and I superintended the cotton factory until Octy
came year, Later, Jan. 188k I spent © years supefinteﬁding the factory until b :-
1869, I made the first cottor year ever made in Uksh by machinery.

June 20th, 1868 he writes, 'My wife Ssriah Scovill dies of child bec feves

evening. During her sickmess she manifested z very meek and gquiet spirit sanc

fell asleep without a struggls. Ohs was bsloved snd well respected by all whe

S

ter, She lived according o the lisht and knowledge she had. She was a truly

2]

day Saint. OShe died in Parowan. She was the mother of Lura, Ellen (Nellie St

Iucius Nelson, Jeseph and Roxa Ienora. On the marker of her grave we inscribe

o

“Mother we wourn to¢ lesve thee here
Beneath this silent Sod

But scon wa hope to meel zgain

To dwell with Israslis God,®

A large concourse of people followed to the cemstery. The whole towm came to 1.
funeral.’ o o

He married Mary Alice Benson on the 23rd of November 1868 in the BEndowmert
Heougse in Salt lLake City. She becsme 2 mother for his children. She and her hus:s
cwned and oparsited the first Mevcentile Store in Parowan., He died ths Lth of Juue
in Parowan. All his life he held many positions of responsibility and trust, both

church and civic, offices: 1st Lieutenant of Co, B, Infantry of the Melitia
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Helned establish ¥ail rontas betwsen the Miaes-o 2
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; Territory of Utah.
Superintendent of Sunday Schools,

Superintended Ficnie Party in Big Cotten Wood Canyon

“osbrating the entrance of the Pionsers into this Territory. 2587 people attendsd.

October 9, 1857, all the Mslitla was ordered out to Echo Canmyon to confront

W Troops sent oubt to Ubsh unlawfully by Pres. James Bucksnan. 1 was appoinied

1, ol the Souvthern division. Msy 7, 1853 gusrded President Young and family on

¢ount of the U.3. Treops. Next day I presented President Young 2 gallon of

“asses I had made frow whesd. Fresident Young mads a note of this on the Churen

ord as I was the first man in Utah to mzke Molasssz from whest. HMembers of ths

“biz gusrded President Yovng 211 during his stay in Prove June 2L, 1B61.

Svpervised and esisblishad 2 cotton fastory in Parowan. Was superintendent

she cotten factory for many vears.




