SKET@H OF THE LIFE OF JOMI MIDDLETON
Utah Pioneer of 15
Prepazed by his son, . Georgs Middiston
Ssnts Te 1927
For Gader Cily Camp, Cedar CGity, Ubsh

o more than twenbty years T have beon the oldssh mals represcnbative of uy

hepls honscholde

The infomsation I bave sbout our ancestory is fragmentary ang disconmeched,

wocsuge the ones who could have told a consemubive stoyy first hand ave long sinve

&

ssed away. Thanks 3o the courbesy of my sousing Mrs. by Webgber Ledigh, whoss

SRy

Lrheresting review supplenents ny own memory of family tradibions, I shall have
wnevkertal enough to exhsush all the bime ressonzble et my disposale

The name Iiddlebon had ifs origin sbouh 1250 in the County of Kincardine,
Seotland, A cerbain prominent cibtizen, on becieving the badge of pperage.,was

wimen the ti¥le of FBarl of Middlston, and hisz descendants were called afber his

Gibies I shall pass lightly by Gilberd liddlebon, who was said o Be 2 robber

leights in 1317. Remembsr the bad sggs dontt count. Censrsl John IHddisbon membilonel

i the famous diary of Sarmel Pepys, vas one of the Scotch Govenanters sbout 1650

sre was also o lrs. Middlebon menbtioned frequently by the Pepys diary as a famed

beauby, bubt I lost inberest in her when old Sam noted the fact thab her feet smelisd
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Many of the 1Hddletons have been Physicians and Surgeons. Arthur Middleton
gns ong of the signers of the Americsn Declaration of Independence.

Of course wve cannot trace direct descent to these peopls, bub it is quidd
possible that a1l the liddlietons came to a common converging point in the title
bastowed in Kineardine County, Seotland in 1250,

Our particular branch of the Midclebon tribe hales from Wyndham, Torfolk County

mglend, as also did the Parsons vho were matermal ancesbors. We havs in ouw pos

assion a picture of my great great grandfather lliddleton, who appears %o be a3 dig-

#f5ed nan of the Inglish yosmandry, of the peasant %yps. You oldsr people were all
acquainted with my grondfather, WHilliam lHidllebon, vho was one of pleburesque chare

arrbers of the clder Coedar.
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Czrm, and thab his mother wag o woman of iniabive, and s high type lady. Grand-

11liam IBddleton ves a men withont educsbtion, bub with an apluess for ready

=,

sopartes; which was auibe refreshing. e was public spirited, and commonly ocoupied

L3

e pesition of chairman of the decorsiing commitbee of the town celebrations. One

 the earliest recollections I have of him wag bis maryying a mace in the fourth of
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v provession, upen which were fastened the variocus corssls and vegebables and

Tuite %0 make up the shaff of life., Vhen 1% came his turn to give a toast he said:

% The man who carries the steff of life,
Had onght o hava snothsr wife.”

He was justiy nobted for two things: his sorupulous honesty, and his incrdinate
sapacity for work. Long befope deylight in tha threshing time, the neighbors could
negr his £lail in mobion, and the dews of evening fell upon him while he yet bent
ove= his unfirished %ask. Those were cruel hard days for the farmer, bub Grand-
father Middleton seemed to Salte delight in thely severest ordsalse

In the London dsys he was perter for a railroad company, and I have it on ths
aovor of himself end my father, that he used o carry sacks containing eight bushels
of wheat without great difficuliy.

Anent of his :Hyming toast, he had & brother, or an uncle, or one near kin,

whe was given %o versifieation. My father, who was unsophisticated in the mysteries

of prosedy brought home with him fron Ingland some the effusions of his poetic unclic,
with the statemertt that hey had been presented to the Queen. vhen I read these
whapsodious lyrics, I said o myself," God save the Quesn." In London thirty years
zgo I found an old slumbering firvebrand of the !Middleton tribe; an uncle %o Grand-
father Hiddleton by the name of John, who with his eife Hammah !Middleton was living
in reduced circunstances in the festoring emvirons of Whitechappel. He had been a
1ifcboat paimber, and knoun better days. He was convival, humorous, anil comaprion-
shie in spite of the poverty. Trom Uncle John and Auvnt Harmah, I leamea mmrm«z
Lﬁz’estﬁagfact’éﬁabéut iy peeple thet I had nai lmoxm before. I learned the story of
wy fabherts mother, whom some of you older people yeb remember. I understend she
w28 o dignified, intellectual woman of the better class of English, and that the

Fzrgen family to whom she belompad were wealthy Farmers, who were held in much respsct




iz Horlolk County. The hardships incident bo Hartints tragic handeart company, v
the mgatisiactory loesl situetion here ab that pariiculsy dime broke her spivis,

1%

che dled young. The records show that the date of her deparbure was May 26,

1801, just five years from the tims she left her native land,

Her daughber, Aunt Betsy Uebster, was to me ong of the most adorable woman 1
evar knew., She it was vho f£irst recogmiszed my shruggles as a boy, and came to i
aid with & full measure of sympothey. Her six yesrs in the boarding schocls of
Landon added %o the rudiments of the grazmer schools which procseded ﬁh@nﬁ gave L
zn educabion wwsual Tor the Limss. Her hondwrifing was superb, and her language
waz shat of the upper class of English., ©She was ths true George Washingbon type.
dignified, reserved, effecient, and loyale

Befors the days of roady made clobheing, she did a bailoring business for tha
public, as a matber of sccommodationg snd as a means of replenishing the femily
exshequer. Her satorial aptness had its origin in the remodeling of an overcost
which she took to pleces and made into 2 mew one by turning the cloth inside ous

Bverybody wondered how Drother Usbster could afford a new overcoab in that sbring

day, and were surprised o learn thabt it was an old one made cmew. Other people hs
0ld slothes thab needed to be regenerated, and by cbserving the method of consbeus
ion in the old garments, she learned how fo make new ones, Thus she became a tailor,
and served the public in that capacity for tuenty yearse

This 21l in addition & the militifarious dutisgs incident 0 rearing a lagrgs
fawily. iThe school board wanbted her ip be.s teacher, but she reasened thatgthe
teaching profession would take her sway fromthe dirvect supervision of her femily,
while the tailoring wusiness could bé carried oub in her own housshold where she
could keep a grip on the domestic situation. The amount of wopl that went throuzk
her hsnds vas prodigicus. lay mors maturs Judgemeﬁt of her confimms the estimste o
&y boyhood days, that she was the epbodiment of all that was dignified, and noble
and true in womsnkind. God bless her sacred menmorye

TFrancis Uebghber was the son of a poor farmer, and had no chance for education.

He =znd Betsy Parscn met in their younger days, and became inberested in each other.
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agroed to wait for him until she was 21, and until he had made his fortune, He
went to the gold diggings of Australia, but hearing of the discovery of gold in
California, he returned there in 1849, and romained thrse ysarse In 1852 he went
back to his pative land, and his diary recopds that the bank of England gave hinm
full value for $1500 worth of gold dust. He wsnt dowmn to Wyndham only %o discover
that the young lady of his choice had moved with her peopls to London. He followsd
her to the Mebtropolis, and there leaymed to his dismay that the whole family had
joired the Hormon Church.

In Califormia he had heard hard stories about the lformons, and he was much
prejudiced sgainst then, In this predicament 1t was a guestion of what should be
done, Ie decided the matter himself, and went back to California for another three
vesrs. In 1855 he came back to London, bringing with him this time $1200 in gold
dust, Out of curiosity he went %o the house where his former lover had resided %o
see if he could hear tidings of her and her people. He was surprised to find that
they mere still there. They had never szpected Yo see hinm again, and he thought
they had emigrated to America. Through them he beeame familiar with the doctrimes
of the church, end soon became a member hinself, You who mey have known him will
ranember his devotion to the cavse of his religicn to the day of his death. Having
the religious difficulty out of the way, the young couple werce not long in renswing
the former pledges, and his diary records that they were married on the 5th day of .

e follone epxdnp €hs BIAT shatars ctorted for Anaric ,
wagons and Yeams had beont ordered and paid for. At this time the handcart movement
had been inaugurated by Presidenmt Young, to give opportunity of emigration to the
poorer clags of Duropean converts. It will be remembered thav there were upward of
forty thousand marbers of the Mormon Church in Bngland alone., It was suggested thad
those who could do so, who had means to cone with the wagons might come with the
handearts instead, and let the money go o help others. They decided to do this
snd Bro. Webster's disry records that he paid the passage for nine others besided

nimself and his wifs., Thay littls realized the terrible tragedy they were going
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$hafo wrd Pasthes bods ohoved in Jzpeoned Tin DOXES.
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Bat 211 these wers left like jJunk by the wayside in  the mad seramble o exbris 1o
themgelfes lronm their desperate situstion. These things, together with ths beuw s

snd wagons bhey had purchased, would heve made them wealthy in those days, bub ko

&

oot through with barely the ragged clothing they stood up in. The Hiddlebons sag
o have coms fron Horfolk o London soven yesrs before the emigration o Americ..
Ssmuel Parsons, brother to gracdmother Middlebon found work for Grandfather idlono
as o railrosd porber and the family took up their sbove in Shorediteh, nsar White-
chrpal.

My father is described a = boy as being shorb and sbtout until he was 15 or
yaors of age, and his mother was sfraid he would nob grow tell like her peoples.
vou older people lmow he grew inbo a man of fine phFsique, a litlle above the e
size. The trip to America ssemad to start him growing. He has told me aboul got
lost in London when they first came, and being rescued by the pelice through rene:
ing that there were large ecke ovens nesr their home., He had small pc:z'se bad ks

be uas blind for 21 days, and the fivst thing he sow was & litile donkey colt, whiro

W

the neighbor boys brought upsteirs to show him. He has $old me many times with res

greb that his wmobher wanbed him to go %0 school but he preferred to got o work,
found employment in a type foundry nesr vhers they lived.

With the e xpansile imagination of a child he saw the wonders of London, and
took his departure before he ¥ecame disillusioned. I thonght from what I heavd -
szy, that Shoreditch must be an extraordinsry place, and even festering old Ubi
cifpol: tias dlofhad with respectability by their deferentisl mention of the Uhit:
chapel branch of the chureh, In the afber years I visited these parts and worksx
for many months in the great London Hospitel on the liine end road, hard by. Aftes
nelding all due allouances for the possible retrograde movenent in any section of &
greab city, I must say that Shorediteh was z sad parady of what I had expected o
see, and Whitechapel seecmed to be the home of every wagabond of east London, Bub
quite iikely the church mermbership was of a far superior order of people to the
denizans of those squaiild streets,

OF the London pericd of my peonle I have not rmuch information, They ssemed ]
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4o Aneries. I have heard ry father $ell of the wild ringing of the bells when -

n;
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news came the Sebastopol was daksn. Thab must have been the year belore they 2u

"‘hay erogssed the ccean on the seiling ship Hordigon in the spring of 1856, &

iy

capbain of the ship took a great liking to my father as a boy, and oftembook hin
dinnere He tried bo persuvade the pavents 0 1st him memain on the ship as be wae
tha type of boy they amde sea captains of.

The arrival bo Iowa Gity must have been in the spring or very early summers
Theough gross carcless management on the part of fhose in chargs of the emigrabiox

ths handearts were nob resdy for them. At the end of six wecks as I recall m

fatheris stabement, there were only half the requisite number of eavrts ready, bw

('»’ v

thay decided %o walt no longer. The preclous time would have averbed thelr brag:
had things been ready so that they could have starbted their jouraey at once. &

mumber of the party thought that they ought b remaiv and work in that part for b
paryy £ % &

i

winter, bub the counsel of the more enthusiastic ones prevalled and they started

fugoasbe In thelr ardent faith they believed that the shorms would pa.ss 0 the

right and lef% of them, and that they wovid go as the children of Isracl went e
the Red Sea, dry shod. But they were soon to learn the inexorable law of the grses
plains, which is no vespector of persons. The snows of that awium were early in
their arrival, and umsual in their severity, The handcarts which wers of poor
construction began o break down and difficulties began to muliiply. They foxdsd
freezing rivers, and made their camps on snow banks, where they had great Giffie
tc keep from freczinge Rations ran low, and they were reduced to Iy ounces of Zis
a day. My father told me that the sweobest morsel he ever ate was a piece of craw
brought doun by oms of the gummers. One by ons they saw their companions langgish
by the wsyside and die. Iineteen of them went inbo a single grave. IHors than
£ifty percent of Martin's handesrt company died of exhenstion and hunger and wers
buried in umarked graves. Bub our family came out with one more than they starte.
withe /Mmy Webster Leigh was born on Yhe plains. UWhen human fortitude covld shand
" no nors, they lay sown on the banks of the Sweetwsler to dies It wag like their
resurrection vhen the reliefl expsdition sen®t by President Young reached thelr camp,

3 %3 x Ssnsr v
e Thom, Tash firgh Chrisfyres




sy had notdidng ot dry bread for breakfazst, bubt a brother Woodhouse invibted tis
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> hilg home fow dinner, a kindrness which thay never forpote They built a two roon

#icbe house whleh sbill stands on the lob vhers Elizs Mlddleton lives.
Hy fabher found employment in the home of My, John Higbes, of whom and sisty

“ipbee, he always spoke with the grestest respecte ILater he carrisd the mail by

rony sxpress dovn to the luddy ssbilaments. His route lay right across the val
where Ste Ceorge now sbands, and ihare was no Ste George at thal time.

Ia 1862 he responded to a call o go and bring emigrants across the plains,

5. b1 »

it was op this Yrip thet he net ny wothsy, who was s comvert fyom Scotland.
They were married as soon a8 they arvived in Salt Leke City, end Hook up their
hode im & log house on the cornsr of the lob now ccoupled by Isasc Helson. ALL
whe forming land on the Cedar Créék seomed to be opoupled, so my father went doup
an the Shirts Cresk and bought an interssht, which he developed into s famm. For
wime they 1lived in the fort, bubt vhen the trouble with the Indians sbated, thay
moved inbo a log house nearby. Avout the sarliest scintillabion of memory comes -
e pow is an occasion in front of this old log house, when I fell head over heels
inbo o large paill of water, afbter they got me g1l fixed with by best bib and tucker
for & holidesy %rip to Cedare

4 is quite vithin the range of my recollection vhen we moved from the log
house up %o the new brick house, which still stends by the roadside in Hamiltonis
Forhe My father inherited the !Hddlebon enthusiam for work. lany wWas the evering
that I worked by his side in the wheat field or the hayfield, undil i got so darlk
we could work no more. The song of criclkebs, which reached its cresendo with tis
ilast departing light of dsy, is one of the vivid memordes of my boyhood. I am moe
thankful of 211 the things for the fact that he taught us how to worke.

He was successful as & famer and cattleman. If his sphere of action had bes
where there was greater opportunity, I believe his execubive ability might have
sounted for mmch. He did 2 great deal of charity without letiing his left hand
know what his right hand did. He died st a comparatively young sge of 55 of uleer
of the sbomach, & disease which in this day could be sasily curtailed.

- . .
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sloturesque old welsh lady, who all you older folks remember as on of the unique

characters in the older Cedar. OF this morriage there was only ome child, Willia

Jiddlaton, Jr. The only brother wy father had. W11 was said to be spoiled by,

o

ok he grew up o be an homorsble men. He was of special help Yo me when he served
5 my anaesthebist, and drove me on many o rddmight errnd ab the Yime I wesided o
this parbs Uhen I reached Rome on the Buropean tour I get the sad word that he had
of typhoid fevar.
And now %o the noble band of hercic men and women cellectively, who ceme here
to subdue this eildernmess, we Join in a full neasure of merited pralse., They ave

et

‘nelghbors s#ill in the silent aisles of yoaodsr churehysrd, They have gens te the
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just revard, and we of the next generation are growing old in thelr foolsteps.

Let us hepe that the spizit of united effordt, of civic virtue, and of unself

dewotion to the czuse of their fellows mzy be our heritage from them and that we,

tarn, may hand it on %o the generations yet unborn.
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