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Ubah Pionecer of 1862
Prepared by her dsughbsp Mary A. Palmsp
Sept T,1927
For Cedar City Camp, Cedar (ibty, Utah
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On September 22, in the yesy 18L0, Jane Withers was born in the iittle towm o
fe Seotland.  Her family, consisbting of fathey, mother, two brothers and one sis ¢

nre of Scotland?s working class and belonmge to the lethodist Chwreh unbdil the coun
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o7 the "lormon” e¢lders in their midsht., Then the fanily uvodd was split never to b
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ceonited. The father and two daughters became Labtler-Day Saints; the sons, with =
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»oher, romained sbaunch adherents to the doctrines of John Vesley,
The homz 1ile, from then on, was not wery pileassnt, for the father, who had

e a clerk in the Bnglish Chareh, losit hisg positicr. through Holrning the HMormons,
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43 with his position the small salary it ziTorded snd the harmony of the home. &
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family was ctrong in its different foiths no lasting reconciliations were madu

" ong them even after the time of the fath

b}

»ig death which occured sh ov't,._y aftar 1o s

o]

IRYSLon.
His éezth left the family in dire circunstances snd thru the sale of the llotlc s

snbpoidery work, which work she 4id skilifully, they were zble to cke oub & rathe:

niserable subsistence for a rumber of year
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Then the glder sisher married and mevad to London, wherce she and her husband
ffiliated themsslives with a 1i%tle group of saints.

At this time mother was just Tifteen, and yet she probably had the ssveresb
35t of her faith., In the absence of her sisbter, the other members of the family
»red every influence to urge her to sbandon the religion she had lately adopted.
wever, she was not to be easily persuaded, and after praying 88r guldance, she
icod firm dn her decision, and theugh 1% meant that family ties were forever brokc :
=he clung o her new faith and immediately made preparations to seek occupation
smay from her homes Shse found the desired work in the city of Glasgow as servant
iz the home of a retired wins merchsnt. Here, and in other homes in (lasgow shs
spent zboub three years, and then procecded to London in order %o be nsar her sister.

Here she'mmbd oub Ho service” in the household of a titled gentleman, vhere
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ar egr@ings Tor Yhe wonderful Journegy to the land of her longings and cherished

LIYe8.
The fanily in vhose home she aad been serving tvied numerous times bo persuzl
cohher ho ghay with them ard give up the thobs of zoing to the new vorlde Bub ar:

5 determined and in 1882, mother sziléd fvom Liveryool in the Bapscoh, a sailis

ssal bound for America. The six or seven weecks on the sea would seenm long 1o ¢
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2egon Wio had heard many of the same route belng covered in as many days as the:

8 weeks spownt then, bubt with a3l the discomforts of iraveling Ysteerage" moths

wwl her companions, found the %ime short with new scenss opening comstantly befor
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Afber Landing on the chorss of the new world, there was a long trip by reil

com liew York o Sbe Jouseph, Ilisscuyi, where they joined Jown R. Murdeck?s ocx~tes

i:t

spany which wes to take them to 3alt I=ke Citye

There were in the company, a number of young mer wWho had gone back from 3ali

o

inke 8 teamsters, and among thess, John Middleton, %o vhom mother was married upc
rzaching Szit Leks City.
Lfter the merriapgsd they started immediately for Cedar City where they lived
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vor ateubt twe years. during which time their first child, a daughbte®, was born.
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LEvervard they moved te Hamdlbvonls Fort, vhere they nade thelr home for & great us
ears. Here all their cther children, three boys and thrss girls, wess born, arc
here the second child, s boy, dieC while mother was alonz.

The country was new aml comperatively unsebiled at this time and the pionsers

were &1l subjscted to hardships and privations of variocus kinds. I recall hearing

sother say many times that the one thing of all others that was hardest on her wes &
.ack ¢f soap.

tUhile mother had a taste for good literature there were things which she valu d

zbove genious. They woere honesty and integrity. The adage she quoted most often

251 "An honest man is the noblest work of Gode"

e believed in living simply and always within her means, Often she said, "Give ms

neither poverty nor riches, but the vherewithal to be camfortable.” She advised:

Texe Tt tha nfllos

e of debd apond yeur neck.’ fha was careful and thyifts -
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in small matbers and often sbvabed, "It*s the dron by drop that £ills the busk -

Father died in 1896 and mother moved into Ceder Gity vhere she 1lived unt .
dazth in 1912,




