AUNT MARY

Sigter Yatta Varie Nielzon was born Oct. fth at Aslbureg, Jubland
Dermark. When very young Auni ¥zry (as she will be kawon hereafter
this skeich)! developed a2 great intersst in Uiterazture, and many times
called forth the approval of the priest of the district im which she re-
sided for the interest she manifested in the resesrch of good books.
Nature had endowesd thie Damishk maiden with high smbitions and desires,
and also made her a guick observer of everrihing with which she came in
zontael, and when but 8 giri humd Mary lsarned te wesve cloths, carpets
and coverleis im the most difficult desigos and patterms unsided by the
skilled master and teachers of such work. AL the lender age of eleven
yaé?s Aupt Mary went indo domestic serviee, following the occupation
commonly koown as servant girls in thess days. So itrustworihy and come
petent did she prove hersslf o be, that she was reizined in one position
for eleven years, at the snd of which tims she tecame the wife of Peter
Madsen (1633). A son and daughter were born to them during tne first
four years of their marrisd 1ife, but the lititle girl was oalled to the
Beautiful Bayond &% the age of three ysars. Thus the fond parents learned
the trial of separation form leoved omes. The boy wes living when Aunt
Mery left Denmerk, tut he too was wafted to the spirit world in 1886,

Aﬁat~Hsry heard the gospel and joined the Latter Day Saint Church in
1853; migrating to americz in the yesr of 1856 during the month of April,
Arviving in New York, husband and wife immediately bagan preparation for
their departure across the plains to join that God~fearing band of pile
grimg journeying to Zion. They left New Youk by rail for Iowa whers it
was negessery 0 awalt the arrival of handearis bsfore begimming the exodus
westward, It was iugust before they finally commenced the Jourmey with

»

the Willies Handeart Company. The journey should have started in July.,
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Aunt Mary's account of that pilgrimage could not but make the staunchest
hearts to quail were the same adventure toc be underiaken today. Through %oix
snd privation these world rencwned pionesers wended their way over the
nountaivs and valleys, locking forward cnly to the prospect of peace and rest
wvhen they should arrive at the central home of the saint im Salt Leke City.
Upon arriving at Fort Bridger, Wycming, Aunt Mary paid her last triw

tute of love to her devoted husband, who is buried with fourteen cther

X

saints in one grave. Hore and more of their mucbers were left sach day
under mounds at the road side. In rehersing thess heart~breaking scenes
of their life during this period, Aunt Mary said that every morning they
who were able o move aboub would go the roulds, locking into the sleeping
cuarters and counting the numbaer of those who slept t2 awaks no more in
this life.

Anc now noble Aunt lMary, bereft of babies and husband, continuved that
ever memorable journey, enduring unpumbsred hardships, not even food suf-
ficient to prevent suffering from hunger, for they were now rationed to
cne smail cup of flour levelled off with a crosked stick, the bent part in
the cup, for each day's susicnance, and now even the salt was gone, making
it iven herder to choke the flour porridge down. Fate seemed to try them
at every turn. Not only had the storms come exceedingly early that year
but the Indians had stampeded what cattle they had, It ook three prec-
ious weeds to recover and round these up, making their provisions doubly
lew, Matters became werse and worse until they were stripping the raw
hide thongs form their hand carts and chewing them to keep body and soul
together. Finally when thess were exhusted they ate the ends of their
fingers leaving them bleseding and raw.

President Young hearing of their plight asked for Volunteers at Oct-

cber Conference to take provisions and wagons and uest the starving company.
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But the hope and jor thet the couvageocus half-~deplieiog o

help was seen was suon shabtered whem ﬁhe man wio had been sent to mimi-
ster aid whipped the sick and frozen pionsers with rawhide whips o make
themn stumble on towerd Zicn.

The tired group was not allowed io rest lomg in Salt Lake. Aunt
Mary with many of her harndeari companions resumed her travels after bud
Pour days in Sali Leke. With Bishop Lewis' Company, she come southward
reaching the valley of Little Sali Lake the last of November, 1856, with
snow deep on the ground. She hsd veen iraveling between seven and eight
mcﬁthsviﬁ the journey frem her pative land. Although fatiguwed from her

stremous effory, with her oid ambiticon she took her positicn at the loom;,

turning out hundreds of yards of good serviceable linseys, jeans, shawls,
bedspreaés) and carpets to say mobhing of the fime thread with which to

sew them, thus maintsinizng herself and helpin# others,

" QOn the 16th of Augusi,; Aunt Mary bmeame the wife of Herman D, Bayles.
To braéﬁer Bayles and his family she gave her whole hearted efford. She
#d&évclbth with which the childran were clothed, the‘coverleté for the
Eé&é;_whila linsey for bed sheets and wollen shawls for all the female
mombers of the family. She pileced quilis and sssisted in the quiliing of
them, Al#sys busy, she wag abls to make more cloth and carpeting, eic.,
than was used in the family. This wags sold for money or produce which was
truned into the famlly fund.

Industiions, uncomplsining, utterly unselfish was Aunt Mary, More-
over, she took pride in the whole femily quite remarkable when one con-
siders that none of ths children bslonged to her,

Her untlring devoiion and her intelligent progression in the gospsl

truths resulted in her being privilsged im 1890 to receive her second an-

nointings in the St. George Temple.
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Dupring the fall of 1897, this dear lod lady was stricken with paraliy:

which rendered her praciically an imvalid, yet for many years she continved
to serve the other members of ths faily by darning, patching. knitting, eiec,
Until her eyesight failed her she contimued bo gain greal satisfaction from
yveading the Deseret News and ths scripturss.

At the wonderful sge of 93 she passed away, beloved by all who koew
her,

Written by Mary &, Orton
Parowan, Utsh




