Sketch of the 1ife of John W. Seaman / .
Pioneer of 1€67 y
Given bv tda siglew for the
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John %. Seaman, son of Steren and Susan "hitehead Seaman, més born
Saptermaber 1, 1842 at =~alzon Apa, Saratcga vounty, hew vork, here he
1i¥ed on a farm until he wes about eighteen vears of age. 4t the time
the €ivil war was on mMr,., Saeman volunteered his services to the TUnion
cause. He was accepted and was in the Navy making numerous trips between

the uvrlf of rexico ané ~new York.

Duringthe first vear he served as an expvpert in building and testing-
ihe iron-clad vessels. 1n 1&64 he sailed with the fleet o the gulf of
Yexiec and was in the fight of August 5, 1&64, the Captain of robile Rav,
He served throughtout the war and was mustered out June 5, 1865,

In 1866 he decided to go west, he met a few Mormons .in n ew ¥York,

They l=arned that he was going west and rthormas Tavlor asked hir if he would

take eight hundred Saints as far as s#. voseph, missuri, and transact all
business for the companv. =ze consented and did the work satisfactorv,
delivering the Saints, or rather the companv, over to Captain Axdrew
Hunter wcott at St. Josemnh, without loss of a verson. 1 t was s compam ¥y
of forigners who were unable 1o speak the xnglish language but they

made the journev.nlesant with Taeir smlendi & singing.

At.5t. Joseph, Mr. Seaman purchased rules and teams and wagons,
loaded thev with goods and traveled west in a independent companv. wun
reachigg >alt iLake he met (. R, Savage who introdueced him to President
voung and othey leading rmen. ne enjoyed the friendship of these mneople
and escided to abandon his trip to California and remain in utah. =ze
was baptized a member of the uatter Dav Saintés Churcn in 1868. re wokrkéd
a great deal for christover ,avton of xayward, new xaysville,. wsrother

layton owned a grist mill run bv water power but the water being low, Mr.

seaman put in a steam engine, he also placed and operated 2 stearship




E}rﬁKaté Corner) on the lake for the pmwpose of freithting sheep to
‘Church lsland. |

In July 1870, rr. Seaman married Alice wright. ‘thevVYoung couple
made their home in salt Lake Citv, in kavsville, until 1875 when thev
were called by rresident Young to go south and help settle Arizona.
vhristoper wavton sent a saw mill down to Arizona for ¥r. Seaman to
operate., <the young couple with their child &2nd other ¢innizers statrte d
south going =as far as hoceck House vallev when thev were informed that the

~trip would have to be abundaned on account of drouth and indian derped -
tations. r»r. 4nd »rs. Seaman stoppe: to tesr in sohnsa Kame Yountv
Stephen

where s son fredericszas born. rresident John Tavlior cam= dowa and
insterdated srother seaman to re~ain south and make lumber for the veorle
that thev might build homes ané e was to take =2nv kind of pav thev

had to give and if they had no pay, mak~ the lurber for them an-wav, ne
relped make the lurber used in thrhe 5t%. George remple and a great deal & 7

the lumber used in the buildings in sane nné washington vounties . Brgo
Seaman has served as postmaster both a¥ wa&nch and vohnson. ce was

presid¢ing glder at nanceh: until the orgainzation of the ward, when he ws
cnosen councelor to RBishop vra®z~ rcDorald of the uyraham s2rd, ranab

Stake.

He is a G, 4, r, Veteran and a member of the taxwell rcKean post
of salt rake City, utah. nis life has been filled with activitv, e was
succesful not onlv in lurbering but in farming and stock raising.

Now at tha gge of eighty-two vears he lives pezcfully at his hor

in ¢edar vity. e still drives his own car taking long trips thro gh-
out the state.
Copied sune 21, 1225 from the
sketch written bv »rs. J. R.

Eavward in 1922. Information
given by John w, S eaman.




