Betsy Baker Topham was born at Pomfrst, Chautaqua County, New York.

:muery 2k, 1835, the daughter of Simon and Mercy Young Baker. Mercy had a family

© eight children when she died March h, 18L5, near Montrose, Iowa. Betsy being

i1y ten years old. Three brothers were older than she, and four, two boys and. tvc

~irle, were youngor, leaving Betsy to do the best she could with the work for

tne family. Mr. Baker was fortunate in getting himself another companion whe

croved to be & mether bo his children, When the Saints were preparing to leave

ihe sbates to come to the Rocky Mountazins. Mr. Baker came with them, His ocutfit

-snsisted of four wagons and ox tsams. The number of persons wers fiftesn, Hr.
:sker btaking his Wife’s stepemother and three children with them. They had

zither hats nor shoes and were destitute for other clothing.

Leaving Florence sbout May lst, they went to Elk Horn River where the Saints

.2t in camp to organize in compeniss to ecross the plsins. Thsly company wes the

:hidrd of the emigrating Saints. Their organization consisted of Amos Weff, Captain

.7 teny Joseph Noble, Captain of fifty; and Jedediah M. Grant, Captain of one

sindrad, who was over the other captains.

#hen the organizsition was coémplete the company started on the march through

‘e wilderness to the Rocky Mountalns., As they Journeyed Betsy drove a team of

iliree yoke of oxen across the plains., Her older brothers driving teams for cthar

::opla. They soon found their teams were boo heavily loaded, so they yoked up

{ugir steers and cows and any and everything that could work. The country was

' -habited by many Indians who never sszw a white man before. When they reached

‘@ North Platte country there were hundreds of thoussnds of buffslo. The teams

~uld frequently bacome frightened and stampede at sight of these large herds of

uffalo, Mr. Baker had 2z riding pony and an old shotgun sawed off at both ends

iich he callsd a pistoloon with which he killed many buffalo while erossing the

-igins thus supplying the company and his family with meat.

They were &t Sweet Water Septembsr 9th, and on October 2nd srrived in what

“zoney Seld Iske City wheve Mr, Frler pitehod his tent and begen wmeking prencrstlics




sr the winter. The 1itile band of saints had to usz every csution and diplomacy

o7 protecbicn. Thers wes s band of war like Indianz and every preceution had
ussd. Thev Srezted the Iadisns kWindly snd zeinsd thelr good will., They bmlily
ree forte, tha old fort wss built of adobes, the north aad soubh forts of loga.

The retions while ercossiug the plazins snd during

o

ne first winter wers hHut

wa=t 317 pound of flour per day for sash parson, this with poor beefl ravhide znd
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dhen they were in Wouvoo, Besey will remsmbersd sseing the Prophebd Joseph Suib

“ber he was wmarbyred.

ifber renaining im Sall Laks itwo or thvee yesrs & call wasz nmade for

nioneers
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Torham smong othsers was called
go. No deabt he had had his eye on Uelay Beker fov he proposed to her and they
re 1arried on Decerber 3, 1850, and on ths 1Cth of Dscember he started with ox
to ths Parowan Valley. Thst wmas ¢ delightful honeymoon Yraveling in snow
th ox team. When they srosszd the mounitsin from Beaver Valley to Iron County.

2 30w was hub deep.

On arriving at Center Creek {mo Faroux wawy 13, 1851, their wagon boxes

=2 38t on the ground so the wagon far getiing out wood and logs
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~iny the same way they had to return to Parowan. Later they agsin sterted to
“$4t1le in Paragocheh under the leadership of Wm, H. Dsme. Orsen B. Adams

.rius Ensign, Job Hall, Charles Hall, C.Y. Webb, Robert Miller, Benjamin Wattis,
shn Topham and others. They built a fort where the people lived for many years.
iere was a large corral built of mud where they kept their cattle and another
“here ﬁhey kept their sheep as everything had to be hesrded during the day snd
-aarded at night.

In the early settling of the county the people used tomke feasts for ths Iu-

.ans and give them what clothing they could spare ss Brigham Young told thew

: faad ths red men instead of fighting them.

The womern had zll they could do taking the wool from the sheep’s backs,
:shing it, carding, spinning and colering the yarn ready for the wesver, making
“1uznnel and lincy for the women and girls and jeans for the men and boysf I have

~a5hered many baskets full of rebbit bush blossoms and pounded many pounds of
adder for my mother to color with. Mother never learned to weave. She mads
-naese and butter tc pay the weaver, AThey also.wove cotton cloth for bed ticks
sable cloths and some wesring apparel, also made a lot of their sewing thread,

remember hearing Mother say that 1863 she paid 75 cents a yard for common calin:
> make a baby dress. She also paild 75 cents each for oranges for another baby in
365, Sugar was one doller per pound and they couldn't get that only when a train
? emigrants were going through to California and had some to spsre. Mother e
ade molasses out of carrots one time to pay Mr, Watts for braiding and sgging

athar.a straw hat. sh T
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When times were better Father and Mother kept a little grocery ag%id}ygoéééi’
tore for a few years making trips to Salt Lake for their goods. Afte}‘aifewi |
e yeérs lsnd was taken up in Bear Valley and a co~op herd started by éeoﬁﬁe éf |
ming their spare cattls in., Samuel H. Rogers was the first President of ;-

1is company. Later John Topham was President. They had hired mem and women

+ milk cows and make chsese and butter to supply the people all winter.



Father Topham would bring fresh beef three times a week to supply the poodt
273 was done for many vesrs. At last the time of the cooperation expifed gl i
s1 ¢ was disolved. He then found work elsewhere, John and Betsy had a fami - ¢
we lve children, three dying in infancy, the others growing to maturity.

John Topham died November 8, 1900 at the age of 75 in Paragonsh.

Betsy Baker Topham survived him 12 years, dying January 30, 1912, in Parzgc:

Susann Topham Robinson



