i -l- \‘r’n ~{‘ i ;i : [ "‘q
| ~3 LK'Q? e
.~ BIOGRATHY OF WILLIAV TAIT AND ELICABETH YAVERR TAIT,

Yritten by nattie *ulliner Hunter for the Daughters of
Utah FPioneers to be held at Cedar Citv, uLtkk, Yan, 8, 1928.
Williar Tait was born in Dawn, Patrick, Irelsnd, on the 3rd

dev of ¥Yovember, A.T.,, 181&. He was baptised into the Church of
Jesus Christ of Lattes Dav Saints in the Citv of Glasgow, Scotland.
in the vear, 1841, =and in tre vear 1682 smiled for Indis i~ rer
Ma jesty Queen Victoria's service ns a regirertol drill moster. He
remained in tre service until 1854. During his stav in 1ndia he
used his means of spreading the truth and kindlv =iding the rlders.
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@

there he rorried ¥lirabeth Xavier, who was the daughter of
Jamec and 'nnabells Yavier. *~he was born in Borbav, Indi-, Tee. 23,
1832, nd her childhood =#nd vouph were spent there. Hher parents
were peo le of high rank, belonging to the notilitv of the countiry.
and srhe was raised in the lavp of luxury. She entered college ver~
voung and was grodunted in the year 1847 when a&nlv 14 v-ars of sge.
The merriage took pl ce Jan. 8lst, 1£50, when Flizabrth was
sevetiteen vears old. In the vear 1£€52 she was bantised into the
Crurch of Jesus Christ of “atter ®avs Saints. Her people begged of
her not to join the Yorron Ghurch, and threatened t. disinherit her,
which trhevy édié@ lnter when thév found she could not bhe changed in her
ideas. She was the odly member of her farilv to join the church.
She and her husband remained in India until the vear 1855, durigg
which tire two children had@ bsen born to ther. +th=v were very kind
to the Tlders and enterteined them in their hore. Among others
notabl~ were Flder -ros », Vussan and Flder Tugh Findtay, tre Lat ter
with whor William Tait sailed‘ta America, in the vear 1855, in the
Ship,"Vietoria" firallyv lan ing in Sen Francisco, from whibh roint
ke traveled overland walking rmuch of the wny over the 0lé ™ormon

trail to Southern Utah. He locsted in Cedar Citv, on the 6th of March
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) "His wife 4id not come with him &s she wes in éilicste health,
vlthey thought it hrest for her to wait till the next vear and he
»3 come on an¢ prepare a plsce for her to live. Before gshe left
\sbe buried one child, a little bov who éied of cholora, He was
g _in the vard in the rorning ard a few hours later he w: o

_,Jrﬁéé. Tre eldest, a boy, c me to Americe with his fat her. 1In the
spring of 185c¢ “lizabeth Tait sailed for #merica. When she wes leaving
her people sgain beggeé and pleaded her to remsdn with them ~né
thev woulrd take care of her and her baby girl, who was born afber
her fa her left for Arerics. 'They told her she woul: never want for
anvthing, but all thev said ¢ié not keep he: frorw nroving true to the
gospel which she haé embraced and the man whon she had rarried . §o
-witﬁ'what she could convenientlv oarry with her of clothing 2dd house-
h,1é goods she erbsrked.

While ciossing the ocean her baby girl was taken 111 andd died
and was buried at Liverpool, Bngland. This wac one of the hardest
of her trials to bear and she felt as if she coulé not go on a~d lenve
her baby, but the president of the ¥ission there was so very ki-d to

her, in her hour of sorrew that shedecided to ¢o.
She arrived in Iowa City in July 1856, this beirg tbéoutfit-
ing point of the hand cart cqmpané; She orossed the rlains in Cap-

tain Willie#&s Companmy, which left iowa Citv on July 15, 1856, add
was oﬁe of the 1last of the historical hadn-oar companies to reach
Salt Lake City, arriving theyre in Wovember ¢, 1856. The reason for
their late arriv 1 was not fullv understood. They right have reschéd
thé end of their journev with little suffering but for the earlv ad-
vent of an unususlly s~vere winters Its approach being felt in Utah
ea:1v in October, relief parties were orgainzed and sent out to meet
the Emigrants, taking with them wagon loads of clothirg, bedding and

provisions, scores of brave men, at the risk 6f theire own lives went‘
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“ forth to rescue their unfortunate fellows; struggling thru deep snows

and plereing winds slong the Flatte and ZIweetwater rivers. the full
tale of guffering endured bv the erigrants befores relied could
reach bhem has never been uttered.

William w9 it who arrived in Cedar Citv in March went with the
relief parties to reet his dear wife whom he knew ws: with Captaln
willie's Company, which corpany wes suffering from Cold andé starv-
ation. When the gooc¢ news of the arrival of the relief parties reached
ca~p it was n>t long before all had heard the glsd tidings sné ail
who were =ble to leave their beds turned out to see them, shouts of
oy fent tre air, strong men wert of jov, and women ’‘ell upon
them ané delugeé therm with kisses.

Eow great was the joy of ¥1izibeth Tait when Bhe saw her hus-
band and how hungrv and noorlv clad the was after pulling her hand
cart over hill and plain. Y .ch of her load had been discarded along
the wav for she was t:o worn out 8nd foot sore to pull it to the end.
0f the journey. The beautiful clothes and jewlrev that ske hed brought
with herfromf/ India were t:rown awav fro it was imrossible to haul
anvthing but what was ~bsolutley necessarv. Grandm~ Tait tolé many
stories of her exntererces crossing the rlains. TPew of which c¢m be
remembered,

She said that when provisions reached them the were all so
hungrv and wilé for food that they wer~ allowed to have onlv a spoon-
ful of votatoes at a time =2nd -ow good thev were, thev could have
eaten them all at one meal if thev had had what they wgnted.

She relate¢ =n expierence she had@ while crossing the plair s
which is &8s follows: One da~ when the company hac sopped for dinner,
she and another ladv, = companion of hers, were so wearyv &€hd foot
sore they decid~d to gouut a 1little wav from camp and lie down add
rest while thev were stopped, which they did and being so tired,

when thev went to sleep it was irpossible for them to wake ur until
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When she came to Cedar CITY she could not #ake a batch of hread, as
her people had always had eservants to do their work. Xeomuse of this
-fact it was very d&¥fteaudkt for her at first to endure the hardshins
thaet the »e:xple had to rass thfough in those davys.

But she n-ver lost faithk in the gosrel ans alwavys attened her
reetings when she we: able to 40 so. She was reserved@ and those who
knew her seyv she was very ruch a lady. 3Ske 4did very little nublic
work as she was in deliocste health ro.t of her time whilé raising her
family. She steved at rore and kept things foing while her husband
did the nublic womk.

Shortly after his z2rrival in Ceda rCity, William TATT was
aprointed by Col. Williar H. Daine as ®rill Vaster of the Tenth Teg-
irent of the Nauvoo Legion in which service he was an efficient
and file of his regiment. He also taught the sword exercises u-¢
mpavtare living todav who remember vwith plesaure it:e happy houis svent
in Captain Taités ebhool.

DRessed in khis rsgimentals he vresen-¢d = splendid aprearance

snd his voice wa: 28 ¢lesar ug a bell. ne also was an effieient sundar

)

Sekool worker, having in charge of the Primarv sbhool for manv wears
He was very fond of children, ard thev learned to love hi-. Som edf
his cholors at his funer=1 manifested their love for him bv bringing
beattiful farlands of flowers.
A~ soon as it was convient for him he took his wife to the
S4lt TLake Temnle where thev were se~led for time and all eternit-,
They also worked for tnler deasd relatives for a number >f venrs.
They made trips to the St. tveorge Termple to do the work for the deand.
G;ﬁhdfather mait did not acourulate 8 great =smount of wealth
ag did many other earlv settlers of Cedar Citv. Not having the
financial ability that some others had. ne gave fortunes awgy in

real estate that he Bold for almost nothing. He helped to build

~the 014 Fort and owned five acres of land there on which he raised
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some small grains, potatoes and vegetables.

When the 014 Fort was abondoned he secureé a home in the
certral part of town near »ain Street and lived there a nurber of
vears, and later bought 2 lots on first east where thev live~d the
rerainder of theérr lives,

One of the most valuable ~ieces of land he ever owned was five
acres in the west field north of there the B, %. C. now sténds. He
also secured more land in the South field and still later owned
sore in the YoPpth Yield. He also h ¢ sore cattle and a few horses.
The day before his death he did his daily chores &s usual. Abou
one'elock in the night he sat up in beéd, saving it was dificult
for him to breathe. He reminéd in this position until dav break,
when he was lifted f:0~ his bed and placed in a chair, where he
calrdy passed awav about & A, Y., on Uctober 29, 1896,

e died a member »f the Fish Priest's Quorum. He kad borne
hundred of testironies, was a lover of good reetings and good musioc.

| Ee left a wife and six children, His death was =2 terrible
shock to his wife ;nd fam11§ fo: thev 2hd lost a wise courcelor.
A1l their children married but one, a b achlor son w-.¢ took care of
kis mother until she died, EHer deat)r woccured after a lingering
illness at the ho~» of her daughte:r, *re. Sohn Dav of B-terprise, on
Sept. 7, 1914.
Funeral services were held in Ceda: City Tabernacle, Sept. 10, 1914 .
There are living today three children, 7?2 grandshildren, 75 gresat

grandchildren and 2 great great grand children.




