A VERY INTERESTIIG SIOGRAPHICAL SKLTCH
, Ce Jo Arthur roviews Cereer of John Smith Walker, Plomeor
4 vho dicd on the 16 inst, 1916,

(By Ce Jo Arthur)

John Smith Walker was born on the 10th day of Aprdl 1834 in the Iron District of
Low MHoor near Bradforst, Yorkshire, England. The oldest son of Joseph Walker and 3ebty
Smith Valkere.. And aftar 82 years of mortal experience Johm departed to the vast un~
known on the 16th day of June 1916.

lle was baptized in his native towm, and whon 15 years of age, emigrated, with his
parents and two broﬁhers_, Willian and Thomas, to Utah under the Presidency of Lldor
Orson Spencer, arriving in Salt Lake City, in the carly £all of 1849.

Father Uglker bought a famm on 1411 Creck, Sslt Lake County, adjoining Joscph Uiy
farm, who emigrated from Lou lloor and was an old friend and fellow vorkman in the iren
works of that place.

In the £all of 1850 Father Ualker, subject to couneil of the Church authorities,
left his wife and children on ths farm and mede a home in Parowsn, Iron County. The
Pollowing spring he sold his farm and roved his family Yo Parowan, Again directed by
couneil of Prosident George A, Qmith he plonesred with a small corparny and located a
fort northwost of Cedar City cemetary, latthew Carruther presiding. President George
Ae Smibh,; visiting the fort counciled and adviscd a move to the south of the fort and
gsurveyed a site for a city; this occured in the spring of 1053. That fall a cell vas
made by the praosidency at the October confercnce for 100 familics o strengthen Cedar
City and labor at the Iron Works located one half mile above the walled city. In 1854,
tho month of lay, Prosident Young and company visited Cedar Gibty, organized a stake wilh
Isaac C, Haight as President and Phillip K. Smith as Dishop. [e told the pceovle they
were in danger fron the £lood waters of Coal Creck, called a fow brothern to follow luin,
dirocted his toamstor and stooped on the prosent site of Cedar City. Placing the poind
of his staff on the norbtimrest cormer of the I. Ce laight lot, he said, "Build wesh and

south but go no further north."

ﬁp 0 this date ocur friend John S. 4id a boy?is pord in the bullding up of the cclomy.

He was then in his tuentles, stroug, hale, and hearty. dJohn was not an idler, and his

father and nother being industrous people found him something to do, wvhich he did cheer-
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Lige Aboub thiis time he was ordained an Iider and took an active part in tho nesting

‘e cuoronl. The bullding up of a new town and surrcunding the half mile square of the

zoxd town with a ton foot wall took every hand at the pick and shovel and axe,

The Legislabture of 1053-5l granted Cedar CGity's charter with Isaac Ce Haight as
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To tuild homes, lumbor, shingles and lath were neccssarye. Father Walker and his son

2 wore on the job and contimied in the lumber business for many yoars. Father
‘tery who had been a furnaceman in Low lioor, took hold and worked faithfully at the
7> kird of work for the Deseret Irvon Corpany. The furnanece costing three thousand

icrs was located a few rods of the present north bridge. The works shut dowm in the
. of 1657, The Walkers then turned to lop ing, lumbsring and hauling to towm.
On the 9th of August, 106k, our John took a wife, the lady we nou call Aunt llaggie,

roper name, lMargaret Agusta Ducell, and they were the parcnts of 11 children, six

v+ and five daughtors. Sister llagpie, four sons , four daughters, 47 grandchildren
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;ix zreategrand children survive the deceased.
Jhilc logging one morning, John was caught by a £alling timber and recelved a dise

wred hip and broken leg, and during the past eight years he has suffered morc or less

“: the accidenty he has also had tuo paralytic strokes, all of vhich tend to weaken

cnee strong body.
For 52 years Sister llaggic was a true devobed helpmate and during his sickness was
xfoxrt and consoler.

THih all his stronght he did not accurmlate wealth, aluays satisfiocd with fair

s scascbion for his work. He was a faector in ploncaring Iron County, especially Cedar

#

it the services hold in the tabernacle his friends of long ago spoke in ldind

1%s of the departed.




