" Sketch of the Life of Francis Webster
| " Ubsh Piomser of 1856
Prepaived by Himself
~ For the 0ld Fort Camp, Cedar City, Utsh

T Francis Webster, second son of Thomas Webster and Mary Go-

ward Webster, was born on the 3th day of February 1830. In the

Parish of Wymondham County of Norfolk, England.

From the tliws I was three years old %111 I was six my healib
w2s very poor, and my parents had bub little hopes of my living
t> bs & man. I want to school from the time I wes zix until I was
tselve, bul most of the tiwe I was only taught to read, conssguenily
v deucation was limited.

T lived with my father untill T was between 15 and 16 years
o'd, lsbering for Hr. Godfry Wesién; I zfterwards lived with Wes-
ton for twe ysars, but getting wesry of working s¢ hard and being
g3 plosely confinsd, I resolved to leave nim. I obtained snother
situaticn whers my work was lighter, being employed in the gardens
most of the time. My master, Mr. John Cann was very kind to me
during the time I worked for him and when I 1left him to go to Au-
giralia.

In March of the year 1848, I first heard the siders of the
Church of Jesus Chyist of Latter Day Saints, I heard bthem presch
a few times and I deelded they had the truth scecording to the
seripturss and my own ideas of truth. I was baptized into the
church aboat the 17tk of April 1848 by Elder John Licarice,

Being very ignorant and knowing but little about my duties
a3 & Saint of God, I started ss an imigrant to Australiz on the
28th of May 18LB. After a favorgble passage, with the exception of
ci€dtora in which our ship was dismantled I srrived in 'Sydnéy

asgub the twantieth of October,



On my arrival in Sidney I started to work for Doctor Halper.

I worked for him zbout thres months, performing =all kinds of
duties, such as cleaning floors, cooking, taking care of the hor-
e and carviasge. Then I gob work onboard a smell vessel on the
soast of Australis £i1l the tweniy-ninth of October 1849. I then
sharted for San Franeisco, California.

On #y jowsnsy to Califernia I visited New Zealard, Tahti, and
the Sandwich Islands, staying several days at sach group. Arriving
in San Francisceo on the 3ist of April and secured board and lodging
for twelve dellars 2 week, I then got a job helping to cut a street
through Clarks Polnt in the eity of San Francisco. I worked &t this
for sboui six wesks, recieving {ive dollars a day, I next worked
o3 & boat plying betwsen Ssn Francisco and Stockton.

I pitched my tent on the Cslaveras River and started to pros-
peet for gold. I worked here until February 16, 1852. I then
wloaed up my affasirs and started for home., When I left San Fran-
cisco on the first day of March 1852, aboard the Clipper Ship,
Hornet, I had fefteen hundred dollsrs in gold dust, I arrived
in Panams on the sizth day of April and crossed the Isthmuz, on
rule 1o Gargona, some distance Sy canoe and eighteen miles on
railroad to Aspinwall Navy Bay. I then took‘p#ssage aboard the
Seria Nevada Steam Ship on the seventh of April. I arrived in
Kingstone Jamsica on ths leeventh and in New York on ths sixteenth
of April.

During mx stay of eight days in New York I visited the Crystal
Palace, Barnumns Musium and other public places. The iwenty-forth
of April I tcok passage on the meil steam ship. Herman for England,

Pour years lacking twenty days.



During my stay in England I viaited many public places, es-
pecially in and around London.

I found that I had lost my standing with the Saints through
going to Ausiralia thence to Caiifornian without the counsel of the
chufcha I often attended their neeting and algays found them very
inté:éstingh When I left fof Celifornia on the twenty-third cf

,’Jaﬁéfiﬁszo T took several of the Church Works with me to vead dur-
ing the Journey |

. I took passage at soutn Haﬁgton on the steanm ship, Washington,

and 8TTiVGd in New York on ,ha elghbn of July. I bought & through-

'  f_t1ckey in New York on the stes»ers Slerra Nevada and Un&covn via

2 'Octobsw I contracted Dierri £ contlnued to trouble me fer

’ seven=monthsc During this slicw SS¢I‘sdld gut’ uy interest 1n the
| store. In the swamer of 185h I ‘éent my father and mother one une
dred dollsrs.. In the general smash up of ban%S;%n 1854 I wonld |
have lost eight hundred dollars which T had 'dé§58i€5d in the Wright's
Savinge Benk, but I had the good fortune to sell the certificate for
four hundred dollars thus losing only half, X _

I sold out my clains in the mines for 150 dollaQs in 1855 and
left San Francisco with twelve hundred dollars on the Golden Gaite
Steamship. I arrived in Pansma, erossed the Isthmus by railroad
on the third of July, boarded a steamship on the fourth, put into -
Kingston Jameica on the sev?ﬁﬁhgf&ﬁd,arrived at New Ydrk-bnftﬁe -
twelveth, left Hew York on thé sixtsénth and arrived in South
Hampton cn the ‘wenty-sighth af the same mcnﬁho o

During my stay in anland I vialted the Crystal Palace at



Lydenham., I renewed my acquaintances with the saints and was
rebaptized on the thirteenth of October 1855 by Elder James G,
Bleak. I was Married on the fifth of December 1855 to Ann Eliza-
teth Parscns. I was ordsined = priest on the tweniy-third of
Deceuber.

On the twenty-third of May 1856 I started for Utah with my
wife, We left Liverpool on boaurd the ship, Harizon, and 1 payed
the fare for nine persons besides myself and wife to Salt Lake
City. We landed at Boston on the third of June, traveled through
ths States by railroasd o Iowa Civy, We left there with hand
carts to travel to Salt Lake City on the iwenty sewventh of July.

I hed the diarrhea 21l the wvay from Iowa City to Florence, It
was so bad that I szt down on the road and was administered to,
hy the slders, I then got up and pulled my cart with renewed vigor.
I started from Florance on the third of September. A1 Wolf Creek
on the Platt, my wife gazvs birth Lo our first child, a daughter,
Amy Bligabeth, on the twen?_,ywseventh of Septemwber, We arrived

in Salt Lake City on the thirteenth of November 1856. On the secw
ond day of December I started with the breithern ;‘.‘or Cedar City.

I paid» ma tithing on the little clothing I brought with me and
sigrned the Articles of Consecration five days after my arrival

in Cedar City. My feet wer% badly frozen during the Joumey.

We settled here snd my son Francis was bBorn here on the seventh
of April 1858, |

I was ordained an elder by Tsase C. Haighﬁ Febfuazv 19, 1860,
February 20, I was appointed cne cf the Bishop's teachers.,

My son Thomas Josish was born March 18, 1860,



