IOTERSsYTNG TICIDLETTES FROI YIS LTINS
or
VILLIAN (TLGOCK

As related by Sinon Ae ilatheson of Parovan
And as Sarmel R. Uilcock rananbers his father

illian idcock was the son of Zdward ilcock IT of llew Chureh, Lancashire,
inglandy and Clizabeth Partingbon of Ste. Gllens. il is ranerbered as gpealdng of
threc sisters Ann, liartha, and llary. If he had any brothers, it is not a lmoim fact
and he nay have had nore than threc sisters. 7The only lmowm rolatives he spoke of
i7ag Thomas and Isracl {noules,

lle vas born in 2 little towm of Ince, near Ui an, Lancashire, ingland, on Oct.
10, 1830, Thore is very little lmoun of his childhood surroundings and hone conditlions.

le was the first WUilcock to join the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Salnts,
that we have rocord of, Dein; baptized Scpts 22, 1057 at the age of tonty sovons

{illian had a strong testinony of the truthfulness of the Gospol. But baing no
preacher he did his worshipning in song and proyer. The food propared in his hone
uas blessed and thanlis returned to the glver of all good. 1o doubt faxily prayers
as uell as seeret ones werc ubtered daily. ile stosped smoldng his nipe, which he
always used vhile vorldng, uhieh Hroves he belicved in the Vord of tisdon,

Tle was a nonbor of the Parouan Cholr and Cor nony pesrs served as its loader,
“hen conference time arrived the choir nabers woulid nake thanselves as confortable
as poscible in upy-holsterad seats in cir-conditioned wagons belind a tean of horses
with floating nower engines and thay would journsy to Solt Lake City. One tine
vhile thoy wore carped near Anerican rorlk, ncople fron the joined than, and a jolly
tine onsuede. A condc song contaest was sponsored. Jilcock and a man by the nane
of Laycock vore the siiigers. First onc then the othor would nalic his contribution,
¥inally Laycock sang a song that set the uhole croud roaring with laughter. ilcock
Jolloved with the songsy "I Couldn!t Ielp Lauwghing, It Ticlkled Ile 30,7 It was such
& fitting clinex that all agreed iMllcocl won the coubest.

Ui13ian WHlcock loved rmgic and 1as o good singoer. lle gang nany old ngiish
comdc songs. Amony then were these songs; "Tinm Fimmigan'i "Yhe Cross dyod Coolk and
the Jolly Drurmer®s “The ndish Country Chonts edding” and " I Couldntt llelp
Laughing, It Ticllded ile 3oW,

He was an axpert ico shkater ond introduced the sport in Parovan. o nade nany
nairs of skates for the younuer cople and taught than the art.

Due to his heavy worlk on the turning lathes and largc nachines in bthe nachine
shops, (Allian leaned to one side as he ualked. Ilowovor, as a young non his five
feet and eleven inches was admired by the youn; girlse. hile 1ivigg in mnglaond an
old naid oceuled a roon in tho sane boording house as hee She was torrdbly afraid of
alectrical storns. Ono night as the lightning flashed and tlmnder roared, terrified
screans of a naiden in danpor wore heard conding fron hor roon, .Jillien rushed to the
scone and consoled the rnieide he scrooned no 1ore.

[le rmst have liled the nane "Ilizabeth.! Ay woy he loved vomoen by that name.
At Uarsborough, Yorkishire, :ngland on llove 5, 1051 he narried Zlizabeth sharp.
Josanh Sharp nerformed the cerenony. She was born Dece 10, 1020 at lewarl, lotbinge
agn anglonde  To this union wore Loxrn £ive sons. Thay arer dward, born Jan.3l,
1052 at ‘arsborovgh, Yorkshire, ngland; Cristépher, june 9, 1054 at Iowton, Le
Willous, Lancashize, Dnglandjllenry, Jume $5. 10850 at 3t. Jllems, Lancashire, .nglands
Witiian Sharp, Feb, 22, 1061 at 3alt Lake Gity, Utah; and John Joseph, Aug. 1k,
166} at Parovan, Utah. Thé mission of this good woman ended on thds carth Feb. 26, 1007



at Parowan, Iron County, Utah.

On March Ly, 1833 at Dolton Lancashire England, @lizabeth Broun was born.
Uilliam chose her for his next help-meel, They were married June,16, 1867 at Parow:
Utah, Four sons wams to bless their happy home. They ave Lbonezer, born Feb. 25,
18693 Sarmel Rlchard, Jan. 19, 18713 Thomas Tsreal, ipril 17, 1673, and Ralph Jaues,
June 21, 10676, All Were born in Perowen, Utah,

izabebh Drown was a good mother as well as 2 womanly woman. JIriends who
knew her say she was very kind and considerate to the children of Elizabsth Sharp
as well as those of her own. She died in Parowan on Hay 9, 1893,

William Wilcock was Indowed ond had his wives and children sealed to him in the
old Zndoument Jlouse ab Salt Lake City, Utah.

By trade he was a machinest and mechanic. He served seven years in Ingland as
an apprentice to learn the trade. e was a very effecient worlkman and was exception
ally useful in the early settlement of Utah., Be worlked in the first sugar factory
that was built in Utsh, This factory was located in the Sugar House Vard in Salt
Lake City, Utah. He worked under a man by the name of Nathan Davis. As tools werec
scarce at that Lime and shafting had to be imported, William was in great demand.
If he Bidnft have the tool or machinery he needed, he molted cast and made it from
row material, ‘

Soon after his arriving in 3alt Lake City, and because factories were so badly
needed, and shafting so hard to get he recelved permission from Davis and ioewll
Foundry Co, to make a steel turning lathe in thelr plant. le made the wooden forms
axactly as the niece of machinery he neededj then firm sand was tamped around the
form, After the form was carefully removed molten metal was run into the impression
and the castings were thus nade. His lathe was made in this mamner. On this lathe
he turned out the shafting that was so badly in need, and nany other picces of
machinery that could be turned out on the laths. Ile &lso made and tampered the
cutting points that wers used in turning wrought iron.

He was called by rresident Brighan Young to go to Iron County with sSbenezer
Hanls and tako charge of the Iron Foundry there. Thelr first attempt was a poor
grade of iron, the attampt was unsuscessful. Later, however, the foundry at Iron
Springs was successiul.

He next worked in a small foundry ot Inoch, run by sorie inglish people by thae
name of Jones, They cast whecls, grates for stoves and other small articles. Aftor
this hs moved to Parovan, about 1863, and there resided the remainder of his life,

Johnson's army had been sent to 3alt Lake City to settle the liormon Guestion.
tlhen the army was called back and disbanded they threw their cannon balls and large
govermment wagons into sone old wells at Fort Douglas. The iron in Iron County
being of poor grade and a turning lathe to turn articles from steel was necded at
Parovany illiam went to Fort Douglas, hoisted the cannon ball and other iron
casting on the vagons, from the wells and freighted them to Parowan by oxen teanms.
Here he made another but smaller turning lathe for burning stecl, from this iron.
This lathe is still in cxistence today and is in perfect mechanical condition. It
is ouwned by Sinon A. latheson of Parowan. The only cannon ball that 835 be 4818 of

vhat it once was, is a cammon ball used as a weight to hold a lever in gear. e
made and used a chase® puide to turn threads on shafting and bolts. He could turn
any given mumber of threads per inch, by gulding the chaser guide by hand and sight.
A featursy; it is safe in saying no one can do to~day. e alsoc made and tempered
gtecl tools that would polish metal to mirror brightness. He made several other
turning lathes for different companiesy two of which wers made for turning wood.

Hlliam ranodeled the wooden tub and buckeb factory in Parowan and built o
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corplete cotbon factory, duplicating every parbt of it fron raw naverial, nolding all
castings, turning all shafting and tepercd all stecl used in the factory. In this
factoru was used a wator vhecl of center vont type, to furnish the pouer., It is nob
Imovm vhether or not he designed this wheel, but he was the first to introduce it to
this country. It was sot vertiele instead of horizonbal, and water under pressure
vas lot in fron on opening in the side strildng the blades vhirl-pool Likes when

the pouer of the water was spent, it reloased fron the bottom around the conter of the
conbainer. This type of wheel produced more specd and aboud the sanc noucr as did
the over and under ghot vheaels.

Yhe cotton factory was {inally made over into a cabingd shop. Sinon llatheson

uvorked and uas in charge of it for years. lle hos a choir in his hone he nade in
this factory, on illiams? wood lathe,

Uillian tilcoclz, just for his oun amsoent nade an all brass loconotive, so
gnall it vould seb in the paln of your hande It vas a porfect nodel of loconotivoes
used on railiiays at that tinme and weuld run around on the floor by its owm poucr.

It gonerated its own stean and used a cylinder, This loconotbive is in the iusewn
at Ste Louls lloe e also nade a tiny vp and dowm cylinder, stabionary sbean engine,
so small it would set on a 50@ piced, Lub it would still nroduce nouers

Around 1000, Jillian bought a stean sawrill from his son Lduard and a man by the
nanie of Johmson. It was a 25 horgse nowcr stabionary stean ongine. ilo locabted it in

a sbee place that ho had to build o
shoot doum the nounbtain side, a nilc or nore, to covey the lumbor dowm. Ile nlaced
brealts in the shoot %o slow the lunber up vhile descnding the nounbain, so that it
vould not be brolien to bits at the botbtor. Ile worled at sawmills in the lumber
business o great deal of the tine Iron then one. e tool: ire liatheson wvhen he was
but a boy of sixbeen yoars old and wought hin tho trade. Jinon was his constant
corpanoin, hol) nate, and student fron then on. A very quiclk and efficcient student,
he mst have boen too, Jor the help he gave Uillian in his lober years.

In the boilers of that time if the waler got below the croun sheeb, the croun
shect would get red hot and generate stoean so fast that the boller would axplode.
Jillian had one nill blow up this way and a non vas killed, so for the safety of
his nill and non he invented a salety slugz for the boiler. This safeby lug uas
nade of lead run into a hole in the crowm sheeti wvhen the water got balow the crowm
sheet the lead would nelt out releasing thoe nressurc in the boiler and the stoan
and woter would put the fire ovt, iillian nade this plug only Zor the protection
of his oun rdlls and didn't geb a satont for ite Ilouever, andBasterncr sor ib and
took out the patent for vhich he reccived a large sum of nongy. Ilow all boilers are
equipped with this sane safety pluge.

In Porowan?s old Chureh uilding, now usaed as the Jaughtors oi the sloncers
Juilding, Jillian saved and turned ouvb the nine wooden posts su). orting the roof.
This work is as beautiful ag any bturned out on modern nachinery of bo-doye

“Hllian was a very eflocicnt and accurate person. There vasntt anything in his
brades he couldntt doy he nmade a wgy ond did it. Yhis was Hroven noy tiz:xefs b:—/.
things nany othors hod tried to do but failed and finnlly brought to lhim, ile did i
the jobs vory satisfactory. 4 lmife that wvas used to cut shingles, uas burned ond
lost the t@mor, lany tried o tamper it but falleds It uas, in the cnd, brought
o iHllian, Il tamoered it and todoy it is still cubbiig shvingles. e also tampered
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ateol arills that would drill throuvsh circular sow steel as if it were soft nevals
1i12ian JUilcocl: was the bost
A

To nake a long story short, ue can bruly suy that LLOLL .
Atlantvic Occane

and nost cormlete nachinest and nechanic vho crossed o
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Uhile working in nglond a rimote dece of netal £ling fron he cubbing »oint
of a burning lathe, clained the sight of one of Williants cycs. 4 snell oriangle
of 1ood throun by the saw, while sawing dcketds robbed hin of his other €r7¢, leaving




wotally blind, HNow Simon latheson was nodoubb, apprecioted more than ever as
he was Willian's syes. £And as lir Matheson aads, W lcock was the brains.?
William did moch work even im his blind condition and could tell by the sound of
macihinery vhat the trouble wase

Acghton and Whitney got the idea of perpetusl motion. Willism laughed at them
bul after he was blind, he gob to thinking aboub it and even had a plan. He wend
s¢c far as Yo have a small model made but his ideas never maberialized.

lionesty was the policy of this pood man, which is proved by the faect thab when
the Bank at Piloche, ligvada, ovw»pald him, he reburned their mopey. He was not
wealthy in g maberial sense, tub he did provide his family g comfortable living.

One time he and his blind friend, Willism Horris were walking along and came
upon a diteh, Mr, Horris asked,; "W Tula.am, can you see the reflection of the sun on
tha waber?! "He", was the reply. They turned to cress the bridge and Wilcock hid
his shin on the rail. Splashi He was in the ditch, water up arcund hig walist.
Believe it or not he never even lost his hat and blind 1, Morris £ished kim outb
with a cane.

Children loved him and eallied him the candy man, for in his pockets were slways
pepperminis, which he gave them to Lead hinm across the streetz, To day, in Parcwan
pesperninbs are celled Mélcock Candy.!

llian was sctive up 6 a short time before he passed wray. Horace Thornion
ordained im a JSevensy Feb. 22, 1865, Thirty-cne years later, June 22, 1890, he was
ordained 1o the office of Migh Priest by Apostle F. I, Lyman.

His earthis vork being completed, William was called home on Seph. 5, 1906s
Burial was made in Parowan 3Septa. 7.

Those who knew him best say he was never too busy to i 5
ledge to others. He was, indecd, very helpful. We cen truthfully say the world is
better for his having lived. To the "Wlcock” Family: Vhat o wonderful heritsge 1
ours! Ilay our Father in lleaven help us carry the Torch of Progress forwarde®




