CEe
Sketch of the Life of Charles Wiliinson
Utsh Pioneer of 1865
Prepuired by his son Joseph T, Wilkinson
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Charles Willkingon, 1lth son of Joseph Wilkinson and Hary Muldrew,
who was born in Ireland, was born in the town of Gerton, Wothingham-
shire, England en the 1lith day of October A. D. 1815. His parents
were industrious, honest people who had the respect and good will of
their neighbors. -

Joseph »ilkinoon, the father of Cherles Wilkinson. was s farm
izborer and axanagec by constent effort to earn sufficient of feed and
clothe his rumeroun family, but in the matier of education he was able
to do but 1ittle., He 4id his best however-in this respect, and being a
God fearim’ man he early luastilled 1rto their winds 8 respeet foi* the
Diety and ¢ love of morality, honesty - a d juétice which was far as
Charles win concernad formed a soli@;f@unéaiiéﬁ for charzcter during

a1l his afzer 1lifsg

*

f‘.

A% e7. sarly =ge Chavles entered what wes in thalt country ceile

farmeris smervice, For a number of vearc ae laboved hard, earni

1itile moce than wuffisient tTo feed aﬂd clethe himself. DBeing desirouc
of deing something more renumerative than this sort of 1&56r3 he tock
advsntoge of the offer of his brpﬁhgréinwiavg Thdﬁas Roge, whe was 2
wheelvright, and apprenticed himself 0. Fose to learn thst trade. With
his ¢haracter istic industry and perseveren»e he epplied himszif %o his
new vocation, and, sithough he began his career as tfadesmnn, later in
life than‘it was sustomary for appr@nctcas to begin, he was 8 profisient
werkman as sodh as the most of them;'

it now bécame necessary to seek ) wider field ofvlabof in which to

exercise his talent as a mechanic. For the little town ip which ¥r.

Rose lized did not furnish suffig;ent eﬁployment for both, Charles



thsrefore in cowpany with a relative of his master's started out in
s2arch of & place in which to live and work at his trade. Charlels

Ty

coppanion., Willizm Rose, wanted to go to London whiie Charles wanted

nohesber wnere he had a borther living at the time. As

reither wes wiiling %o yield to the oiher in the matier, Charles

ihey wonld stend 2 stick vpright in the road; and if,
vron letting zo of i1, it fell nearer the direction of London than

Fenchestsr he would yield to Rose and go with him, bul if it fell
r.aarer to Harnchester, Roee should consent to go there, This plan of
settlenment being agread upon, r“xwrles placed the stick in pasiiiong and
“eaning the stick a2 1litile toward daﬂcheszer. he had no trwable in
petbing nis friend, Rose, %o goigitg”hisoj Arriving in Manchester, he
gﬁqnlsecurﬁé amploymeni at reascéébly-rénumerative priqes° In the
seantime while vigiting 2t hie Séafher“s hcuse who by the way was a
*epedlcto he med his fubtuwre wife }a;tﬁéugﬁ it ééé"not o case of love

,at,first'sight; Charles was ccﬁ iderédjat the tixe rather handsorxe

Pd be Has qu*{a a favorats awonﬁ tﬁe LaiA sex ans bad many Qpportunl ies

o

of merrizge, had he sought vo 1mpwcﬁe zhemo

Buie3 th
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o
v
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mipened into kove, resulting in the'marriage of Charles Hilklaggn ts“?l
Sarah RHughes, on the lst day offﬁayg AeDQ‘lghée Charles was in many

respects very foriunaste in his chelcs of 8 wife, Miss Hughes was an

arfectionate; cobedient, intelligént and refined weman, bvi in one
respect, she wes unfortunete in that she possessed a very weak body.

She was bérn May 15, 1815.

Y

Scon after his marrisge, Charles concieved the idea of having &
wheelwright shop of his own, and with this end in view, he remted a
Railway srch in the City of Manchester; near what was then called

1
idttle Ireland, :



Here for seversl years, he sbruggled hard to make a living for his
Temily, which had by this time increased to fouv in number, and was
compoged of hig wife Sarah. son Joseph Thomas, and daughters Sarsh Jane
and Mavy, but finslly ke wss compelled by misfortunes in business
dishonesty of debiors and ill-health in his family ‘o se2ll omt his
business and again seek work by ths day for a living.

His chenge of employwent reaulted in good. and he soon found hiwmselil

N MOre Progperous sIircumstances t%au ne had been since his marrisge.

s, Wilkihéén wag 3 Woman desp rengicus fesling, and dnrlng the

1§}§friag}, she had frequently urgeﬁ Qw@ﬁ

}éafs tha£ ﬁéé glapsed siace
Charlas the need >f Joining same éf;the:re¢ig ons of the dayo He hsc
promised heyr thab as 5;cn X ihéif f?nsﬁéial condition was imporved
%nough tslfree his mind from the .éogstant strain that wes upen it, ne
would visit scme of the reilglowv éenomineticns and'geak galvation in
their ranks. . ‘
Hiz improved cirsumgiences zoon geve hin leisure to perform his
sromise, snd his early training at the hande of his goed 1atnerL
"

soupled with the renewsd envrsatiee of his wife caused him at onge tu

3% abont the zood work. In zserch eof salvation, Charles visiled &

W
CU

Jumber of the lesding secis of the day, but to his astonishaentg none of
them seemed to have ithe gospel. As I have befcore said, his Father was

3 God-f2aring man, well skilled in seriptural knouledge, and although

712 never had heard of the Gospel of Jesus Christ of forwer day Salnts. and
his views of the Gospel were very mmch in gccord therewith. Charles

78 soéswhat femiliar with his Fashgr?a ?iews,'and he unconsciously
applied them s& a test in his reliéiqﬁszresearcheso After investigating
and listéning to the doctrin85‘0§f§ects above msntioned, he came to
she conclusion thet the scriptureétwera a,bettervrule'of faith than any

I the systems he had seen, and he.resolvéd he ?ouléindtljoin any of

them, but would spend his Sabbath at home reading the scriptures and



A58

ceigting with his family.
time, there csme to work at the seme shop at which
They soon

tbout ohis
the name of Samuel Reese.

har les workeG, a bleckowith by

suainted., and it wzs not lomg untll ©
h sfber the gospel

zir conversations took z

IZLEHE
roligions tnih. Chavlses vold Heese of his search
Come and hesr us,” sszid Resse,
belong vo? asked someone.

Tdhet denominetion do you
sf Jesug Christ of Laivter Day Saints.?

"The Church.
zni swussd st the reply, nThe Church of

Charies was both shocksd
BC”"VS“ his CuriOSity was ar(}used, and

Labter Day Davils, you mean,”
ie was resolvsd that he

e detormined to heey the new 2%, alithough he
: by letting bim know of his

rovid ot gratify his feilaw RO
ﬁ&terminétiang Ia the mﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ;‘hélﬁaﬁ a most therm;ned opposer of
she dectriae Mr. Reese advocated.
Charles to atiend tHe Services of the

?uc ;Jmﬁ soon came for
convinced after hearing that:

Lsbter de Sgimts, and he
s»5%° sermon that they had the only true gospel. He found their church

o0 be the exest counterpart of thie one the Savior had upon the earth in
e regards organizations, ordinasnces,

his day, in every particuier, boih

13

principles and power.
. He wes not, g01ng to allow any desertion

But Satan was on the aler
f he could help it, snd althoughihe»could not pravent the convincing

in this case, he could zppesl to the'pride of the individusl.
What wiili

"Whati® said he, "Will you g ve up to Reese after all?
your fellow workmen say afier the way you have acted and ridiculed him?¥
1% cost him great effort o gnt these reflsctions aside and ally
: he people’of God, but he did so;

himsel! with those whom he knew tc ba
he was bab ized by Brother

185k,
abreast of ?iﬁ in the good work,
It was not

ad sbout the month of September AcDe

Edwsrd Oliver. His failthful - Lfe #as

and was baptized at the same time and by the sane perso*x°

long after Joingin the Church in the nations of the earth before the



spirit of the Gathering began bo cperate upon the converts, and Charles

was no exception to the rest. He soon began to want 1o go to Zion. But
now to raiss the means to emigrate was vhe guestion thal sesmed un-
1ixely %o be gble to s0lve for = long time to cows. He was only a poor

ather rander

o

4

man; with no funds on hand, and hls neow religlon gesmed to
s caan:es fey saving mongy less than grester, for he had tithing and
Hnug:1 ong 40 pay now in additlion to sil expsnses he had had to meel
hefore jaﬁaingc |

While pugzling over t%e-uayﬁv;zc mesns OF gatheving ﬁith'the‘Saiﬁtsg

-nosule ' D Richards, who British Mission,

via ﬂﬁed tb@ Henchester Confevence L & B%irring'&iscourse
upon tbe subjest of the ”'bn”r*g;’ dvising avery one to make the
attempﬁf%he_pggeibly could, el even their 61d rccklng.

~halrs and fawily heirlcoms cash 6 help to psy

their éxpsﬁses 73 omiard.

ﬁo& Brot Yﬂ';la on had &op some little time befors joining the’

'Cha:ch been devctxnn all his energies To the fitting up of a very nice,
- - :

ﬁﬁﬁforﬁabla heme, and, heving b&%$7b165386 with gocd health and re-

'Od in gathering %o gethar & very

>mute{a€iie éﬁplmymﬁﬁtg he hed susc
aiée 1@trbf2fa?nitﬁ?e. The ~emgrk 5? Pre3¢dea Richards therefere came:
Lo hi&'with peculiar force and 5igﬁifica;ee, fer upon reflecﬁién he
began ¢ see that ths szle ef'hﬁé”vala&bié;furnitnreiWOuld'ﬁﬁt‘him in
posgissicn of mezns enocugh to nsarly p uy h13 xare to Americao

Befors leaving, however, hz proceeded to put into execution a
desire that had beern actusting ﬁim ever since he had.ébeyed the Gospel
nemely, to visit his relatives, and ascquaint them with the plan of
selvation, for he could not help thinkisg that whet was of 8o much valne
to~him, must of necessaity be ver§ weloome tidings te them alst. But he
found wpon visiting them that they all manifissted no disposition to
embrace the truth, that although they were glad to see him, yet they

hed no love for the wmessage he bore, and looked with &iaapporval upon



his intention to gather with the Saiats.
He returned to his home feeling the force of the words of seripture,

o

8T 11l tske them two of a family snd one of a city.®
He was suite successful in disposing of his household effects, and

are many waeks had passed. he was ready to bid adisu vo bis native fand,

snd bravel Dz over ocean waves anddessrt olaing for bthe sake of bhis

Abzot the Zirst of November &. D. 1855, Charles ani his wife and
Lares children salled for Ameriea om the shlp Ewmerald Isle, end after
pessage of sbout 30 days, during the vhole of which he and the ¥Whols
wily auffered severly from ses sickness, they landed in Few York onm
“he 3ih of Hovembar. They hed the gZoerisnce common Lo lmmigrants
% Castlie Gaéd@nS, and then t&ejila::c*sd forth in the New World without
“unde to uake a livilihood.- itf%&é'“d'ﬁzf orahl2 sezscn of the year,

und for 2 — s starvatior was slmost sbering bthem in the féce,-bu; thanks

e *he evr;” wetehful care of ih ,7ﬁ'“ty‘ nzde mﬂnifesb tafonghzihé?'”

[o g

e began the taskgaf“"

"Vall ey, ag the

> to ths

O‘I

crshering place of the Sainis 'géw éfféetibnatefy ealied,

: B?'c o@e aconomy, and the biﬁss ing of God, ha %am énavied in:tbé
cerly summer of 1856 ic again resums his Journey, tbls time with the
topss of resching Iowa City, wﬁich was theén zbe sta:ning po$nt for
Latter Day Salnts crossing the Plsias'no“Utah,“depéndiﬁg on 'the Lord™
cpening up the way for him to gc}ﬁhé rest of the Journey, A new way of
crossing the plains was sbout %d’ﬁe téied, aﬁd Charles was anxious to
ks one of the expe imentors. . The fqmous hand cart company ‘was to start
from the frontiers to the home of the Saivts in the fa? W@sto

Wnile enroute form New York to;Icsa, Brother w1lk§nson and family
gncountered the hatred and opposi ion of the enemy of all rightness

i1 & very marked degrse. The two older children were itgken very sick




and mach of the journey vas made with the gidest child in an wnconsoicus
condition, The trein reschsd Iowa 5y in the ovsndng too late for

Bro, VElkinsew o gek hs fomily and effoots rowed to the Camp of tis
Seinds, which wes sboul one mile wom boun, and os be was destitue

of funds, hoving cxpondsd his 21l in the purchaco of his ticke: %o this
plagsy an old biroken rallwsy cey was the best reifuse he could obtain
Tor his wife amnd 1ittle ones, and wery thankiii he waz feo be able Lo
cbiain 50 goed a shelber.

Duzing thabt never bo be forgobtben nmight, the wsary parenbts wers
weskened from a slesp of ubtsr sxhaustion by the volce of thelr young-
ssb dariipg, calling in agoriging tones for a drink,

A light was struck by the father in order W see to gebd woter for
the 1itids ome, 2s soon as the rays fell upon the litbtle sufferer, it
wrung Srom the agovdzed Mother the exclanabion, "My Godg the child is
strusk with deatnl® It uas indeed o true. Before nine ofelock the
next motning, litile Mary who the day before had been well, was a corpse,
and the distracted Hother, slone, save for the company of her hmsbard and sick
iittle cues, in a strangs land, was obliged to perform the laght sad
vites preparatory bo laying the 1itile ome in the earth with her own
hards,

Brother Wilkinson scught his brethern at the canpy and with thelw
ald, the Lidtlc body as laid in the grave. A day or {uWp passed susy,
during which the afflicibed faplly were noved to the camp of the Sainbs
vhen Sarah Jans, the reamaining daughter lilkeuise passed to the spiris
ijand. An opening was made for har in the grave of her slster, and to-
gether thoy 1ie walting for day when the trumpet of the Mighiy Angel
ghall wake them from theoir sleeping dust to 1ife irmortal. It would
seom that Brother and Sister Willminson abd now been sufficiently tried
ir the furnace of affiicticn for onme time at least, bub Godle ways
are not man’s ways, and he doeth all things for the best. The eldest

childs was =hill bery 111, and his life was despald of all, or nearly



all whe saw him. His tongue was eaten in holes with canker, and the
Scarlet Fever wos burning in his veins. Well meaniag people from the
clty near<by urged the parents 4o have the services of a desbtory,
offering Bo pay fox his services, was the parents were without msans to
o so, bub Brother and Sister Wilkdnscen preferred to pubt their trusht

in Ged and in the Holy owdinsnces of His Bouse, The Elders came
frequently, and adninlstersd te the 1ithle fellow, and he had the

most urbounding faith in thelr adninistrations. While affairs were in
:'ihis condificn, Dor, Vilkinson. himself, vas stricken down, and sa -
iﬁ.goous Was the onsleught of the destroyer that the strong, hed’ah;y

man wes soon reduced te a stats of utter helplessnassas.

Che day o8 nis fithfvl wifs sab by his bedside, watching and

weeping as the flickering spari of life scemed to come and go, he roused
from his lethargy, and speaking her nams in stronger tones than e bad
sesmed able to do, he told her he was going to dle, gave her dire:;ﬁiozzs
;ﬁ&h regard to their sick boy, recommended her to be faithful end.io
moke her woy to ths home ¢f the Sainis as soon as she could, aaked hay
‘to klss hin, which she teerfully did, bads hor goodby, and sask z);wls.
Jeaa» dead to all human appearances. How long he remained in ’max;
conﬁ..:ta.em I have no nesas of knowing, but he was aroused from h; by the
weepi..g voice of his wife, calling upon the Lord in prayer, and .tex..mg
h..m that she could not spare her loved lmusband, that everything slze had
as upon the altar, but she was so much grieved, for he had no reaollece

t:mn of the affeeting sceme through vhich she had just passed, She r6-
cited to hin the vords which he had said to hor, and vhat had followaed,

"Well,® he said, "The Lord has heard your praysrs, for while I lay here
Just now, the anpels cams to m8 and Jaid theiy hands upon my head, and
Hiegsed me in the Name of Lord, and told me I should rocovers." Soom
aftor, two of the Elders approached the temt whore Broe. Wilkinson was
lying, he saw them through the opem door, aond axclaimed, "Thars ars the

tiro angles thot I saw a sbor% time since.?



The Elders came in, laid their hands upon his head, and used the
same langragze, and make him the same promise thabt the Hesvenly visitants
had dons previously. From that time he bsgan to mend, and ere long
was vostored $o heath, though it was ueny wecks before he had his ususl
sbrongth. In the meantime. the boy was also z*eao‘q‘grﬁ.ngf, due a&s the
Satwnts who saw him were 2ll sgreed in saying, to his great faithe

Tas tine Wwae pow arvived for the Saints to bogin their journsy

anross the Great Plains, a distance of twelvs or thirteen humdred

miles Fith the hand carts. Brother Willdinson, who it will be remembserod
vas & heelvright by trade, as scon as his stronght would allow, was
sy aelping to amke the hand carts, and a9 company aifber company rolled
out, Wris splvrits sank lowor and lowsr, fov he felit that his chanee of
zetting to the Yallsy were besoming very slemder indecd. Finmslly, the
lest hand cart was finished, the last emdgrant fitted cub, and thé last
Hland Cart company rolled oubl of the Zowa eanp ground, emroute for "i'.he
Valley of ths Creat Salt Lake, and Bre. Wlkinson was left alone upen
f_'%:,he camp ground, I sald glons, tut that is wot quite correct, foi;-}a Lour
of the leading Brethern were left, vwhose business it was to attend to

the dispabehing of the diffoerent companies,

| L3 Bro. Wilkinson was disconsolately reflecting vpon the cvegts I

Hsve beos harrsting, he was aporoached by one of these Brebhern uho

Asaid, ¥Bro. ilkinson, can you be prepared to start immediately for the

Vslley?d B
“Certainly,® was the reply.

“Heve you hed any experdence in driving oxen?®

o, kud I understand driving horses.'

"Wall, we have here a wagon loaded with books belonging to Apostle
F.Do Richards, drawm by four yolte of Oxen. HI11l you underiake to drive
ity

"Yes 3ir." was tho unhesibating reply.

Iveryihing ims soon in readiness, and within thirty-six hours



after the hand cazrl campany, under the goemmend of Capl., Bduard Martin
left the Jowa Camp Groumd, Bro., Wilkinson and his Panily were in pursuii
with the Ox bteam above montloned. He found that deiving cxon and deiving
horges wepe two very differant affairs. I had not gone a dogen milew
before his t»fagmAcapsizadi, At his fivst camp, where he was alons with
the exsepiion of his wife and child, he was cbliged to turn out bis Loar
to grazo with the yokes of them for they were all young aml fimost unbrcken,
| There he mnd oue yoks of his catile stolen, bubt he tracked them

and found the thief, and by the zid of the two Brethren, whon he fetched
m the carp near Iows CGibly, hs compelled them o give up the oxen,

o o Durther adventuse of note befoll him at this stage of his
.jwmr,f and he overtook the company in a day or two, it having boon
delayed, Adn in their company traveled o Florence, lsbrasksa, whers

the journey bogan in good carnest. Herstofore, the countsy and been
partially settlsd, but fran this ohes it was ons unbrolen wildernoss.

Of the triols and troubles of that ewemiful perioed, [ shall say
but 1ittle, Though te record the half of ibts itragedy would requixe
volumes. Hrother Willkinson soon sav the wisdom of the servants of the
Lord in not allowing him to pull a hend cart, Ia his weak condibion, he
would not have been ablas to have gone half the waye

The Emigrants wers very lats in stariting, and long boefore the Journey
wWas accorplished, the fresis begane. The cards werc poorly nade,; and
overwloaded, and it was found, vhon too labte, that provisiocns enough
could not be hauled om thom, Very little luggage was allowed to be
taken and all was dons that could be done to make amends for the umiise
start and bad management, but those remedics cams teo late.

Sistor Wilkinson, who, as I have said before, was a weak woman,
seemsd b0 geb stronger as she journed, and sbe was able ¥o walk many
miles of tho road turdng the first part of the journey. Bub one ovent=
ful. evening, a short time before the goibg down of the sun, che was coffe
pelled, in common with mmbers of others, to wade walst decp in the cold



wzbers of the last crossing of the FPlatte River. Hey usband had

placed hor in his wagon, but & Captain of one of the Companies had
ordercd her out to wads as others had to do, The first smow fall that
weht, =nd 1t was daxk before the camp fires were lighted, Hey remark te
ber husband that night was, ¥I have caught sy deabh in thab river." It
uag Loo trues, She who had stood vhan hor husband and childran were
felling around hors becume an luvalid from thab night, and in six veels
after inbering the Valley passed oway.

And now the trials crowled IJast upon the unforbunabe Saimbs. Shord
roblsns, cold weather, jeded trains, and worm bodies soon began 4o thin
the ranks of the Cempany, so that it is stoated that out of a tobal of.

500 persons o ieft Tows Camp, owly LSO lived to reach their destine
‘wlon, On the last day of Novamber 1856, the remmat of that 3llestapred
cmaw’ roschad S&lb Leks City. Jud as i% is the history of Bro{é
WHikinson and not of the conparny that I am uriting, I shall nob cnvbor into
ésbails with rogard to the privotions they cndured, nor give an ax:cmmt of
“tho noble doliverence that was sent them from Hhe "Vadley", in thé shape
'vm‘." teams andl suppliss, withoub which they wwould all have assurealy

_pezﬁ shed on the®#ains.

' As Brothar Willdnson and his wife and child stood by the Uall of

:‘the tarple block, in Salt Lake City, on Sundsy Hovambewr 30th, 1856

;hawm just arrived and left the teams uhich had brought them mg

nhalr gnaciated and hungyy appearance exclited the pity of some n:ind hearte
ed sz.ster, vho was passing, and shs pubt into the heand of the thin, pale
ll‘b’tle boy 2 piece of broad, A quarter of a pound of flour por day por
paroon bed boen the ration upon wilch the Rrigronts had been living, and
1% is superflucus to sgy that it was starvation feeding. Hever was food
more welcome, novey did the "staeff of life" tasie moro swoeb than did

that slice of bread, It was quickly divided amongst the three, and
dispatehed with grocdy haste by at least two of tham, for it had boemn

the cars of the devoted husband to save as rmch of thelr scanty ratlons



for hig ivwralld wife as she could be prevalled upon 4o esh, ofctn con-
ooaling from hey 'i;h: fash that vhich he offored her wes the intire rabtion
of the thres.

The entry of the m:gmms had boeen cxpestsd, and soon the Bishop
God's chosen ssryants to sdmindister to his poor, ware on hand in the
lina of their duiy.

Bre, Wilkinsen and fauily f£ell to the lob of Bishop Thomas
Gailister of the 17¢h Ward in Salt Lake Gity, sud was by bim assigmed
%0 the kind care of Bro, Joseph L. Heywood!s family. Brother Willcinson
was very fortunsts in this matter, his wifsls condition was very eriie
ical, requircing the best of cave and atbention, and Sister Sercpta
Heywood was a woman of rare care and ability snd susctuess of dispositions
in a word, was one of Godls noblest and best Daughters. She devoited her-
sclf with thresless energy, wisely applied, to the mrsing and care of the
invalid, -

boout a week afterwards, at the direction of Bishep Callisler, Dro.
Uilinson and his 1ittle son went to Provo to live, legving the sir.;,k
mother and wife in the lkind care of Sister Heywood. But he could nodb
rost casy awasy from her, knowing hew very 111 she was, and soon mads
his way back to her, and as she contimeed to grow worse, he relurnad to
Provo for the boy in ordsr that the poor Hother might see him befbre
death, which 211 who saw her kwew was not far off, The snow was lying
upon the ground to the depth of several inches as Bro. Wilkinson left
Prove on the morning of a cold day in Docember, lsading his nibs year
old boy by ths ned to walk 4o Salt Lake City, a distance of 50 miles,
They traveled laboriocusly on, passing inroute Babtle Oreck, American
Fork and finally reaching Lehi about three olclogk in the afbernoon.

After gotbing dimmer, Bro. Wlkinson!s anxiety for his dying wife
compelled thom to resume their tiresome journgy, but as they advanced
to the North, the spow which had been six inches desp, now grew deeper

and the hitherto will beaten track to a fow foot prints in the snows



buried road. To add %o theisr discomfort, the Horth wind blew cold and
heavily in thelr faecss, After golng tuo or three miles, the little
fellowis strength began to wane, and his couvrage deseried him and hs
bsgged hisg Father to heave him, and let hin 1ie down on the road he was so
tired. Dro., Wilkinscn knew thab vo sbop under thoss sircumsbances
for more thon o fow winubes would be to court great danger, if not
death, and therefore afier allowing hinm to rest a fow minubos he again
urged im to proceed. But it seamed in valn, nsture was apparently
exhusted and the tived lad seemed incapsblie of further effort, Uhat
was the distractsd Fathor to do 7 He was slready carrying as rmch am he
vas able, and with the snow 12 inches deep, and the nearest shelbter 5
miles d&disbant, his case scemad alnost desperate.

Turping to the boy, hs said, "I you do wnob geb up and come aleng I
will vhip you %o death.® Although a kind « he was alsc a striech
ons, a2nd pooP boy wag sturck with terror ot the threatining vords
of his pareni.

Taicing the proffered hand of his Father, he ross 1o his fesb and
struggled wearily omuard, and as he moved his stiffening Jjoints became
mora supple, the stagnant blood begar to circulate, and befors long a2
gendal warmth began to prevade his halfe-frozen body, and although
veory wealy, he was sble o trudge on the reamining five miles, abt the end
of which a varm fire, sup-er and a bed coused him to Zorgeb his troubles
in that sweet sleep which is childhood?s herdibage.

Hext motning, betimes, they wers again on their way, and in carly
oveniBg they reached thelr dostination. About the middle of Jamuary
1857, Sister Wilkinson died, and the afflictod husband who had left
Bngland 13 or 1l nonths previcusly with a happy family had none left
but the boye

In the spring of 1857, Bro, Wilkinson sunt south to Naphi, then
called Salt Creek, to farm on shares for Bro. Jog. Le Haywood, He put

in a large area of land, but reaped no crep. as the grasshoppars took
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it 211, 1In the £2ll of the seme year; he marvied Miss Jans Bentham, a
young lady who had come over with the scasonis emigration, IHes
Bamshom was a good young woman, induastricus, econcrdeal and offectionate,
and made 2 good wife to the ai‘élicted widower, and a kind mother to his
30ila

Although Bro. Wiilkdnson had lest his crop. he #dd not despair, but
wet o vork at his trade with a will, and by the time winter sebt in, he
had: obtained a piece of land in whab was then knoun as the fort, and built
an adobe house, thereon. To be sure, the reof was acovoring oi':jjgiles with
straw, but ik wes bis own, the first home of which he had been ti;a 1lond
iowrd,

ULan was inveded that £all by vhat is kanotm in history as Johnson's
Arrys, but they were nob permitted to ouber the Valley of the Creat Salt
Lake, The Camyons were guasrded to preveny them {rom coming in by the
Selt Lake !Hiitia. Among thoss who were called upon by Gen'l Wells 4o
perfornm this duty was Dro. Jilkinson, as had been the case with .him all
hisz 1ife, he was on hand tc perform his duty, but as the pabriot ranks
were gufficicently strong without his akd, hs was cxcuscd.

The Spring and Surmer of 1858 were reasonably prosperous ones for
Brother WHlkinson, and by earnmest industry, he was able to add %o his
posessions considerably, so that ho vas considered, for the timos in which
lived, tolerably woll off. Bub that winter, a severc niafortune befell
i in the deal of his wife, who died in giving birth to an infant son,
gho also diad. This son was christencd Charles Thonas.

Left a widower for bthe sccond 'bimé, Bro. Willdnson falt ‘ndeed that
fds lob was a hard one, bubt by putting his vrust in God, he:genbinwed 4o
sorive to do his dabty. During the lifetinme of his second wife, and through
her ingtrumentality, he made the acquaintance of lirs Ruth Kuyser of 3alt
Lzke City.

This lady was the plural wifc of Bro. G. 1. Koysor. Irs Keyser sub-

sommorhly gocvrad @ ddveree from Bro, Yayser, and sftewess? —




Wilkdnson. The marriage was an unfortunate one, as the parties were not
suited to each other, and resultcd in disagreement, and finally a legal sepe
aration, They had onc child, a dsughter christencd Ruth Elizaboth, hut vhen
the lMother returnoed to and re-morried her first lmusband, ifr. Keyser, the
danghter wes re-christened Rebecca Harrdebt, but sho went by the name of
ilkinson. She was born Hove 26, 1860,

During the time this wnion lasted, a pericd of about 1% years, begine
ming in the Spring of 1859, and ending in the Fzll of 1961, Dro. Wilkinsonts
good fortune in financial motters sesmed to have deserted him, and aithough
he worked hard he could mals no headwsy. In the Spring of 1861, he was

:2lled to crogs the Plains to holp bo gather the poor, and went in capacity

£y

of night guard.

In Jamary of 1062, he merried [cs Amm Denton, late of the Dribish
Isles, She uas born in Bradford, dngland, Oct. 12, 1037, They lived in
dephl for a few years, wherc a daughtcr, Debecceh Ann Wilkinson Angell was
born to them December 20, 1863« They then moved o the Muddy (Sta Thomas)
in Arvizongs A SON —ermmmme———— -as born, whe died in infancy. The family
then noved to St. George Jhere Lnn Denton tHlkinson died of bilious fever,
hug. 5, 18066,

About 1860, Charles Wilkinson made a trip tc Salt Lake City in a tuo
whecled cart drawm by one horse, accorpanied vy his little five year old
daughter, Rebecca Amn, He worked therc all surmoer, and each morning he had
to pass the residence of a Suedish woman convert, lirs. Amma Maria Blonm, who
lustily ab her worke. Ho often greoted her by saying, "You are merry this
norning,? and she in h#y ignorance of the Inglish language was go indignant
becausc she thought he was aslking her to marry him on such short acquaint-
ance. Iouvewer, she did marry him in Sepbtember, and he took her to St. George
vhore she had the first home sho had over ouneds She vas born in Sweden
April 30th, 1830, She roared the girl, Rebeccah Ann, and was alusys a
yonderiul housekceper.;;an@ kind and charitable to all. About four years

- later, in 1872, Char ledngon narried Moria Siizabeth Andorson, who was




born in Dermark, December 13th, 1833,

VAth nis family he moved »to Leeds about 187h. Herc ho worked atb his
trade of wheelwright, and prospered comsiderably. He bullt a nice home,
occunded prominent positions in his ward, wag ordainad a HHgh Pricst in
1880, did considerable Temple work, albhough living out a well-rounded

life, He died Decomber 28, 1890, and was buried in Leeds.



