LIFE OF MARY ANN WIL3SON
Sketeh written by Aliee Masude L. Mathsson of her Mether's life.

Mewy Awn Wilson, daughter of Williasm and Martha Phillips Wllson was
torn in Carlisle, Cumberland, England, January 19, 1843, At the age of three
vears her mobher died bubt she remenbered her as being a lovely women and as
he looked up zt her tall hendsome Fathsr wearing a band of black crepe on
wig hat and noticing his sad expression on hils face shs realized their great
ioss, young as she was.

She want to love with her Grandmether Wilson who tock good care of
Ler and gave her every advantage of lgarning and culiure. She attended Kind-
ergarten school when four years old where she learned to read as wg;l as to
sow and knit (we have a ssmpler she mzde at the tima with her Hothed's name
and the letters and thez numbers worked on it) she eould read the Bible at
the sge of =ix years, !

Hepy Father would take her for long walks in the meadews where no
doubt he would go to meditate over pis loss and on one occasion she slipped
and fell inm the md and she never did Porgst how badly she felt when she
zaw her litile white sbockings and slippers ruined, but the father carried
hey bhack home where the Grandmoither scom had her immaculate again.

She atiended the Chursh of England regulsrly with her Grandmother who
required her to listen to the preacher so altentively so that when the Grand-
mother was unable to ge she could tell almost everybhing he had said. VWhen
32 yesrs of sge she was presented with a Bible by Lord Wharton for repeating
from memory dhe eatechism and some of the prayers as well as the 1lst, 15th,
25%th, 37th, 10lst, 113th and 145 Psalms. I have this Bible now. She re-
zeived an education qualifying her %o bzcame & nurse at the age of 17. DPeing
zifted with s beautiful voice she was g¢hosen a8 soloist in the Cpureh of
England Choir in Carlisle and was loved and respecied by all. On several
cocasions she was asked to sing for Queen Vietoria, (whom she always did admire)
for her many noble guaiities.

One day on her way homz from school she heard foulsteps bshind her
and on quickly leooking around saw a man with a pair of séissors about Lo ecut
of{ her long braids of aubvrn hair.

In 1856, when she was 22 years old some friends invited her to
atiend a conference of the Church of Jjesus Christ of Latter Day Saints whers
ghe would hear a young missionary from Ameriee te]ll of the Pestored Gospel,
and beinz interestsd and snxious to learn something different frowm the
regular routine of the Chureh of England she went but unbeknown to her Father
and Grandmother. When she saw the Missionery end heard him talk she siid to
herself, "He is the type of a man I would 1ike for my husband,” He was tall
and goed looking as we would express it mow, had dark hair and large bram syee,
dressed 2@ an English Gentlemen; which he was. Mary Apn became more interest-
ed as she investigated the Gospel, 2lso in the handsome man whe had appsared
8¢ zuddenly into her 1ife and he being also anxious to nake new converts, they
becane acquainted. However at the close of the Conference referred to she
expressed to him her satisfaction in what he had explained in his sermon, &s
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: beptized at Delston near Carlicle on the 27th of July 1856, by
Elder Thomas Adams. Upon hearing of this hey Father disowned her and ths
Minister, who had doted on her, prearhed her funsral sermon, seying "another
gheop haa been lost from the fold." Some friends, relatives of t'e Rayal
Family oftenfiinvited her to accompany thiem to Church, would now puiss her by
with & look of scorn.

Upon the death of her Grandmotiéy she livsd at the L.B.S. Hendguarters
where her skill with the nsedle was®made use of in making and repairing shirts
for vhe Elders and assisting the Saints who were preparing to leave for Utah.
In the meantime she and her Missionary frizné Blder Hemry Lunt indlging in .
frather friendly correspondence and although she knew he had a wife in Tiah
the following poem composed by her and sent to him portrays her unaelfish
nature which she exhibited 211 through her 1lifs, '

The Posm:
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A SIMILITUDE INSCRIBED TO MRS: HENRY LOUNT

- In Ephraims vale a2 flowsret bloomed

Surprising lovely was its hue

It spread its fragrance all arcund
The pleasent spol on which it gresw.

Yet ao lovely and sc swoed
So full of grage and modesty

And =trove to hid ite loveliness
From the rude gaze of the passershy.

But there was one of beautious form

Of grsceful mein and moble birkh
Who chanead to ssze its tiny head

And not because of gorgsous tint
Of dazzling beauly 'twas arraysd

But for the unessuming gmacs
That threw & halo around its head.

R .

But when he aaw itz tender sthem

And thought of storms that might arise
And blight its beautious bloom

He gently plucked the dear loved prige
And in his bosom he safely placed

This sweet and fragrant flower,
And there it bloomed seeure from harm

And every blighting power.

This flower and emblem is of her
“Who is the hope, the joy, the life
Of one of Isrgels ncblest soms
His dear end fondly cherishad wifes.
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When cotbon was raised in Dixie the twe young women made cotbon cloth
as well as woolen. Thread being scarce they made that alsc. When the
Deserst Telegraph line was built Ellen was ome of the first operators, baving
echarge of the office which was in the Lunt home at the time it was first
esbeblished in 1866 until 1903, when it was abandoned. DMaude L. Mathesom
biting the laas: operator of the Daseret Telegraph Company with W.B. Dougal
as manager at the time.

The two wives Mary Ann and Ellen lived in hsrmony with egch other
with their husband, Ellen having no children of her own shared her love
with Yhose whom Msry Amn was blessed bith and thsy 211 loved her. Mary Ann
taught school for a time, walking from the old Fort to the new City, a mile.
She helped her husband hsul hay, respsd grain, singinpg as she workesd,

4 lavga houge comsisting of fifteen rooms with abtiec and cellar,
three porches, built in the new City, which also served as a hotel and furnished
acecmodations for the President’s Company in making their arwmael thur through
the Territorv. Aunt Ellen would receive the news of thalr coging over the
Telegraph wires and great prepsrations would be made. Mary Amn was blessed
with eight children~- Hemrietta, Fva, Yenyv, Randle, Williax, Florsnce, Violet
Alice HMaude 21l of whom were held in their tmum on President Young's knee,
when he tock the last nemed in his srms hs asked how many that made and belng
informed thet she was Lhe eighth he said, "That is 2 good beginning,” which
sinee has proven to be brus.

¥hen the Rellef Sceiety wam crgenized both Ellen znd ¥ary Ann were
ghosen as officers, voth in their turn serving as Stake Frasident, the latler
being chosen, Then Aunt Ellsn left for Mexieo to join her husband, who had
teken his two wives Amnie znd Sarsh, each haviag eight children, all boys, bélng
born to Sareh afber their arriwal there, Amnies children wsre--Jane G. Lund
Jamima, Rose, Osear, George, Thomas, Ellem, Rachel. Sarab’s family wergwe-
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Egerton, Broughton, Parley, Edward, Heaton, Alme, Owen, !
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and for twenty five vears she was on ective worker in the Relisf Seciety in ©
peth Steke and Loeal capeeiibyies, and much respeeied and loved by all, always
baing prompt, and willing. Hsr personalily cosmanding., yet kind and consiger-
zte, glso posssssing that finest of atiributes, molherly alffection., In her
home she was queenly, genble and belovad by her children, who were ever geady
t0o give her svergy sbbentlion in her deciining years. Her counsel and advice
were always words of wizdom, sneouragiag mothers to instill into hearts of
their ehildren lowve for the principles of truth snd virtue and obedience to
parents. Wile she missed greatly her husband and the other two wives who whers
in far off lsnds she tocok conford with her children whom wore merrisd in the
5%t. Ceorge Temple and had lavgs Tamilies with the sxeepiion of Violet who was
2 ministering Angel to 21l the others; ahe adopied a Iitile girl who died
when fiftesn monbhs old. Severel years after she took Lo ghildren o vaise
both having femilées and who loved her a2 a mother. On the 7%h of April
1910 Mary Ann departed this 1ife at the age of 76 afber 2 short iliness
surrounded by 211 the children axespt Florence who hadiprooeded her only
four months, on December 1k, 1%09.



