Cedar City proposing to increase water rates in phases beginning July 1, 2022.
As a community, water is one of our most
precious natural resources. Our primary water
source is groundwater from our aquifer and in
2021, Iron County experienced one of its worst
water years due to severe drought. In January
2021, the State of Utah adopted a groundwater
management plan for the Cedar Valley to ensure
our water resources are sustainable to maintain
our quality of life. In response to the State’s plan,
Cedar City has been hard at work to evaluate our
current water management and prepare water
reserves.
On Wednesday, February 2, 2022, the Cedar City
Council will hold a Public Hearing to discuss and
review a phased water rate increase by tiered
usage for residential and non-residential water
utility customers. The proposed rates would take
effect July 1, 2022 and would continue annually
on July 1st through 2025 for residential
customers, and through 2026 for non-residential
customers.
The proposed rate increase is intended to
promote conservation and cover the cost of
general operations and maintenance, purchasing
of water rights, and capital costs to the City's
water enterprise fund since the last rate increase
in 2012. This includes covering the cost of
increased water usage in our region.

Proposed Rates per 1,000 gallons of usage

Q:

Why is a water rate increase being proposed?
A: In the last 10 years when rates were last increased, Cedar City has remained
dedicated to keeping costs low while maintaining a high-quality water service. With
the decrease in ground water supply and increase in cost of living and supplies, a
rate increase is necessary to continue maintaining critical infrastructure and to
promote water conservation. The base fee for all customers will not be increasing,
but customers will see an increase based on their amount of water used.

Q:

Why continue to build new development if there is a water shortage?
A: Water scarcity may one day hinder future economic development in the City.

To prevent this day from coming, the City has adopted guidelines and ordinances,
and has imposed water acquisition fees and impact fees so that new development
is required to provide the water needed to maintain the City’s water reserves.
Growth is inevitable; however, we can work together to conserve our resources
wisely to maintain our quality of life and plan for future generations.

Q:

What is being done about the large lots of land being watered?
A: Many large lots of land (i.e. cemetery, golf course, schools, etc.) use secondary

water sources for their irrigation, which is deemed unsuitable for drinking
purposes. Farmers and other large property owners work with public agencies to
conservatively irrigate and are highly-efficient in this practice. With the tiered usage
system, all customers can expect increases in water rates if they exceed certain
thresholds.

Q:

How can I conserve more water and keep my monthly usage low?
A: There are many ways to conserve water year-round and water utility customers will
naturally see an increase during the summer months. This is due to lawn irrigation
and many times it is due to improper irrigation practices. Consider checking your
property's irrigation system(s) and water lines for leaks and efficient use.
For additional conservation tips, visit www.CedarCity.org/water.

